LLOYD OGILVIE
(I Kings 3:5-14}

Life is an endless succession of choices
and decisions. We are called on to evalu-
ate, analyze, and decide about what is right
and best for our lives, The possibility of
error is enormous. Therefore, we need
God’s wisdom in order to understand and
do His will.

When young King Solomon succeed-
ed his father as the king of Israel, he felt
acutely the need for divine wisdom in or-
der to administer the kingdem of Israel. In
a dream, the Lord appeared to Solomon
and promised to give him anything he
asked for. Solomon asked for wisdom. God
was pleased with the request, saying, “I
have done according to your words; see, [
have given you a wise and understanding
heart, so that there has not been anyone
like you before you, nor shall any like you
arise after you” (1 Kin. 3:12). The Bible
records that “Solomon’s wisdom excelled
the wisdom of all the men of the East and
all the wisdom of Egypt. For he was wiser
than all men” (1 Kin. 4:30, 31). Solomon’s
reign over Israel expressed his wisdom—
as did his writings, sayings, and proverbs.

However, Solomon’s great wisdom did
not always affect his own lifestyle. Even as
heé received: great wisdom to rule the na-
tion, he also foolishly intermarried with
many foreign women. Eventually; those
women proved to be his downfall. “But
King Solomon loved many foreign women.
... Solomon clung to these in love . . . and

isdom is the special gift of the Lord in our quest to know
His will for our lives. Wisdom goes beyond mere intel-
2| lect and knowledge and encompasses a God-given abili-
ty to perceive people and situations with spiritual clarity. Wisdom is the
vertical thrust of the mind of God into our minds, making discernment pos-
sible on the horizontal level of human relationships. With God’s wisdom,
we can know His plans and purposes. '

his wives turned away his heart. For it was
so, when Solomon was old, that his wives
turned his heart after other gods; and his
heart was not loyal to the LorD his God"
(1 Kin. 11:1-4). Clearly, wisdom must be
applied to one’s own personal life as well
Despite Solomon’s later mistakes, we
must not diminish our appreciation of his
God-given gift of wisdom. Solomon is dis-
tinguished not just for his judgments or his
brilliant leadership, but for the wisdom
God gave him. '

GIFT OF WISDOM

The same capacity of wisdom is offered tz
us as well, so that we can know and do the
will of God. The Bible promises: “If any o
you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, whe
gives to all liberally and without reproach
and it will be given to him™ (James 1:5
God usually follows a gift with the oppor
tunity for us to use it. That way, we Wit
know that the power we have been given
is from Him. All God’s gifts are for minis-
try, not just for our own private enjoyment
God allowed Selomon to use his wisdor
to make wise judgments, as well as to writs
books in our Bible—such as Proverbs—iz
which we still turn for guidance.

We do not need to wander aimlessi
through life, uncertain and confused. Ow
purpaose is t0 know and do God’s will
Whatever we discover of the nature of the
universe can guide us only as we grow iz

Christ.
Christ.

Jes
than Sa
nate. Al
of Wis
said,
of Sheh
the me
them, {
earth ta
indeed
(Luke 1
any hui
cious g
people|
Solemag
by the |
ant witl
God any
came a
wisdom
dation ¢

GROW|

For us |
rions of
means {
rience, |
ception
now is, |
plish Hi
nle whi
Him. W
wisdom
Wig
nowled
ultimatg
our live
in daily|
‘urther
lowship|
Wel

|
throughl




bili-

Christ. Wisdom grows in us as we grow in
Christ.

Jesus referred to Himself as “greater
than Solomon.” Christ was Wisdom Incar-
nate. And vet, people resisted the splendor
of Wisdom’s radiance. No wonder Jesus
said, “The queen of the South [the Queen

‘of Sheba] will rise up in the judgment with

the men of this generation and condemn
them, for she came from the ends of the
earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and
indeed a greater than Solomon is here”
(Luke 11:31). Solomon had gone as far as
any human being in experiencing the pre-
cious gift of wisdom. Christ said to the
people of His day that what had made King
Solomon great, and what was sought after
by the leaders of His own time, was pres-
ent with them. All that Jesus taught about
God and His ultimate purpose for our lives
came out of the limitless storehouse of
wisdom He had with God before the foun-
dation of the world.

GROWING IN WISDOM

For us today, in the confusing complica-
tions of our lives, the promise of wisdom
means that in Christ we can receive, expe-
rience, and communicate the depth per-
ception of true wisdom. Christ was, and
now is, the power of God utilized to accom-
plish His ultimate purpose to create a peo-
ple whom He loves and who will love
Him. When we receive Christ, we receive
wisdom.

Wisdom indwelling us integrates
knowledge and guides our decisions. The
ultimate choice of making Christ Lord of
our lives is followed by a million choices
in daily life which are guided by what will
further our ultimate purpose: to live in fel-
lowship with Him forever.

We do not need to wander aimlessly
through life, uncertain and confused. We
know whose we are and for what we were

created. Our purpose is to know and do
Wisdom'’s will, Whatever we discover of
the nature of the universe can now be guid-
ed by our ultimate destiny. Wisdom grows
in us as we grow in Christ.

FURTHER MEDITATION:

Other passages to study about the issue of
wisdom include:

> Deuteronomy 17:18-20

> Joshua 1:8

> Proverbs 2:1-9; 5:1-6; 16:6
> Matthew 7:24-27; 13:18-23
> 2 Timothy 3:14-17

To Learn More Turn to the key passage note on wisdom at James 1.5 on page 1642 See also the
personality profile of Solomon on page 435.
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on his throne, as it is this day. "Now, O LORD
my God, You have made Your servant king
instead of my father David, but I am a little
child; 1 do not know how to ge out or come
in. BAnd Your servant is in the midst of Your
people whom You have chosen, a great
people, too numerous to be numbered or
counted. *Therefore give to Your servant an
understanding heart to judge Your people,
that I may discern between good and evil. For
who is able to judge this great people of
Yours?”

®The speech pleased the LoRrD, that Sol-
omon had asked this thing. "Then God said to
him: “Because vou have asked this thing, and
have not asked long life for yourself, nor have
asked riches for yourself, nor have asked the
life of your enemies, but have asked for your-

-

KING

— B s:15
self understanding to discern justice, '?be-
hold, I have done according to your words;
see, ] have given vou a wise and understand-
ing heart, so that there has not been anyone
like you before you, nor shall any like you
arise after you. *And [ have also given you
what you have not asked: both riches and
honor, so that there shall not be anyone like
you among the kings all your days. 1¥So if you
walk in My ways, to keep My statutes and My
commandments, as your father David walked,
then I will lengthen your days.”

15Then Solomon awoke; and indeed it had
been a dream. And he came to Jerusalem and
stood before the ark of the covenant of the
Lorp, offered up burnt offerings, offered
peace offerings, and made a feast for all his
servants.

Wisdom

SOLOMON: HAVING WISDOM
VS. USING WISDOM

(1 KINGS 3)

Solomen had it all. There is no doubt that he ruled over the golden age of Israel.
He had riches beyond compare, fame beyond imagination, and wisdom greater than anyone
who ever lived. All of this, of course, came from God.
Solomon was one of several sons of David and Bathsheba (I Chr. 3:5). David had
promised the kingdom to Solomon (I Kin. 1:17), whom Ged had chosen to succeed him
(1 Chr. 28:5). God wanted to bless Israel through Solomon's reign. One night, therefore,
God told Solomon to ask for anything and He would give it to him. Solomon knew what he

needed most—wisdom to rule the nation.

When God answers a prayer, He doesn’t go halfway. Solomon wasn't given just a little
wisdom; he became the wisest man who ever lived! His wisdom became known internation-
ally, and people came from all over the world just to meet him (1 Kin. 4:25-34). Solomon
built the magnificent temple in Jerusalem as well as many other buildings. He wrote books,
including the biblical books of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon.

Solomon struggled, however, at putting his wisdom into practice at home. He “loved
many foreign women” from the surrounding nations (! Kin. {1:1), with whom the Lord had
commanded lsrael not to intermarry. God said, “Surely they will turn away your hearts after
other gods” (I Kin. [1:2), but Solomon did not listen. He married not one or two, but 700
women, and, as if that weren't enough, he had 300 concubines. What God predicted came
true, of course: “His wives turned his heart after others gods; and his heart was not loyal to

the LORD his God” (I Kin. [[:4).

Like Solomon, someone may be wise in many areas, but not in managing their own life,
Solomon did much for his nation with his wisdom, but his unwise lack of restraint caused him
t¢ lose his kingdom (1 Kin. t1:11). A truly wise person knows how to apply God-given

wisdom in life. o

note at James [:5 on page [642.

To Learn More: Turn te the article about wisdom on pages 436, 437. See also the key passage
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377 1 SAMUEL 25:13

be against you. “Afler whom has the king of
Israel come out! Whom do you pursue? A
dead dog? A flea? “Therefore let the LORD be
judge, and judge between you and me, and
see and plead my case, and deliver me out of
your hand.”

1630 it was, when David had finished speak-
ing these words Lo Saul, that Saul said, “Is this
your voice, my son David?” And Saul lifted up
his voice and wept. "Then he said te David:
“You are more righteous than I; for you have
rewarded me with good, whereas [ have re-
warded you with evil. 8And you have shown
this day how vou have dealt well with me; for
when the LorD delivered me into vour hand,
vou did not kill me. *For if a man finds his en-
emy, will he let him get away safely? There-
fore may the LorD reward you with good for
what you have done to me this day. *°And
now I know indeed that you shall surely be
king, and that the kingdom of Israel shall he
established in vour hand. #Therefore swear
now to me by the LorD that you will not cut
off my descendants after me, and that you will
not destroy my name from my father’s house.”

2250 David swore to Saul. And Saul went
home, but David and his men went up to the
stronghold.

DEATH OF SAMUEL

" I Then Samuel died: and the Israelites
: gathered together and lamented for

him, and buried him at his home in Ramah.

And David arose and went down to the Wil-

derness of Paran.?

Davip AND THE WiFE OF NaBAL

2Now there was a man in Maon whose busi-
ness was in Carmel, and the man was very
rich. He had three thousand sheep and a thou-
sand goats. And he was shearing his sheep in
Carmel. *The name of the man was Nabal, and

the name of his wife Abigail. And she was a
woman of good understanding and beautiful
appearance; but the man was harsh and evil in
his doings. He was of the house of Caleb.

*When David heard in the wilderness that
Nabal was shearing his sheep, *David sent ten
young men; and David said to the young men,
“Go up to Carmel, go to Nabal, and greet him
in my name. ®And thus you shall say to him
who lives in prosperity: ‘Peace be to you,
peace to your house, and peace to all that vou
have! “Now [ have heard that you have shear-
ers. Your shepherds were with us, and we did
not hurt them, nor was there anything missing
from them all the while they were in Carmel.
SAsk your young men, and they will tell you.
Therefore let iy young men find favor in your
eyes, for we come on a feast day. Please give
whatever comes to your hand to your servants
and to your son David.” ”

“So when David’s voung men came, they
spoke to Nabal according to all these words in
the name of David, and waited.

Then Nabal answered David’s servants,
and said, “Who is David, and who is the son
of Jesse? There are many servants nowadays
who break away each one from his master.
1Shall | then take my bread and my water and
my meat that T have killed for my shearers,
and give it to men when I do not know where
they are from?”

2509 David’s young men turned on their
heels and went back; and they came and told
him all these words. *Then David said to his
men, “Every man gird on his sword.” So every
man girded on his sword, and David also
girded on his sword. And about four hundred
men went with David, and two hundred
stayed with the supplies.

25:1 #Following Masoretic Text, Syriac, Targum, and
Vulgate; Septuagint reads Maon,

In the Middle (25:/4-17) Abigail used great courage and wisdém. Her husband,
| Nabal, had insulted David and his men—not a wise move. David got angry and
| was ready to attack—also not a wise move. In between these two stepped

Abigail. She honestly explained her husband'’s behavior and appealed to David
with wise words and the provisions that he and his men had originally requested (25:8).
Abigail’s wisdom saved both her household from destruction and David from shedding

innocent blood. Wisdom has great power to resolve great problems. Topic: Wisdom
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2 CHRONICLES 2:3

SoLomonN REQUESTS WIisDOM

'E Now Solomon the son of David was
strengthened in his kingdom, and the
Lorn his God was with him and exalted him
exceedingly.

2And Solomon spoke to all Israel, to the cap-
tains of thousands and of hundreds, to the
judges, and to every leader in all Israel, the
heads of the fathers” houses. *Then Selomon,
and all the assembly with him, went to the
high place that was at Gibeon; for the taberna-
cle of meeting with God was there, which Mo-
ses the servant of the LOrRD had made in the
wilderness. ‘But David had brought up the ark
of God from Kirjath Jearim to the place David
had prepared for it, for he had pitched a tent
for it at Jerusalem. *Now the bronze altar that
Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, had
made, he put® before the tabernacle of the
LoRD; Solomon and the assembly sought Him
there. ®And Solomon went up there to the
bronze altar before the Lorp, which was at the
tabernacle of meeting, and offered a thousand
burnt offerings on it.

7On that night God appeared to Solomon,
and said to him, “Ask! What shall I give you?”

5And Solomon said to God: “You have
shown great mercy to David my father, and
have made me king in his place. "Now, O LorD
God, let Your promise to David my father be
established, for You have made me king over a
people like the dust of the earth in multitude.
YNow give me wisdom and knowledge, that I
may go out and come in before this people; for
who can judge this great people of Yours?”

UThen God said to Solomen: “Because this
was in your heart, and you have not asked
riches or wealth or honor or the life of your
enemies, nor have you asked long life—but
have asked wisdom and knowledge for your-
self, that you may judge My people over

whom [ have made you king—'*wisdom and
knowledge are granted to you; and 1 will give
you riches and wealth and honor, such as
none of the kings have had who were before
you, nor shall any after vou have the like.”

SoLoMON’s MILITARY AND ECcoNOMIC POWER

13S0 Solomon came to Jerusalem from the
high place that was at Gibeon, from before the
tabernacle of meeting, and reigned over Israel.
YAnd Solomon gathered chariots and horse-
men; he had one thousand four hundred char-
iots and twelve thousand horsemen, whom he
staticned in the chariot cities and with the
king in Jerusalem. ‘*Also the king made silver
and gold as common in Jerusalem as stones,
and he made cedars as abundant as the syc-
amores which are in the lowland. ®And Sol-
omon had horses imported from Egypt and
Keveh; the king's merchants bought them in
Keveh at the current price. They also ac-
quired and imported from Egypt a chariot for
six hundred shekels of silver, and a horse for
one hundred and fifty; thus, through their
agents,” they exported them to all the kings of
the Hittites and the kings of Syria.

SOLOMON PREPARES TO BUILD THE TEMPLE
#% Then Solomon determined to build a tem-
d‘ﬁ ple for the name of the LorD, and a royal
house for himself. Solomon selected seventy
thousand men to bear burdens, eighty thou-
sand to quarry stone in the mountains, and
three thousand six hundred to oversee them.

’Then Solomon sent to Hiram? king of Tyre,
saying:

1:5 Some authorities read it was there.
1:17 @literally by their hands 2:3 #Hebrew Huram
{compare 1 Kings 5:1)

AR c

Choose Wisely (/://, 12) When God asked Solomon what he wanted,
| Solomon chose wisdom in order to rule the nation. God was pleased that
Solomeon had asked for wisdom and not riches; then He gave him riches as well.

Solomon could have asked for anything he wanted, but he wisely asked for the
one thing every human being needs most—divine wisdom. Solomon’s actions remind us of
the importance of making wise choices in our lives. Wise choices may not always lead to
wealth, but they will please God. Selfish choices, however, will only lead to disappeintment.

Topic: Wisdom
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Love her, and she will keep you.

Wisdom is the principal thing;

Therefore get wisdom.

And in all your getting, get
understanding.

Exalt her, and she will promote you;

She will bring vou honor, when you
embrace her.

She will place on your head an
ornament of grace;

A crown of glory she will deliver to
you.”

Hear, my son, and receive my sayings,

And the years of your life will be many.

I have laught you in the way of wisdom;

I have led you in right paths.

When you walk, your steps will not be
hindered,

And when you run, you will not
stumble.

Take firm hold of instruction, do not let
80,

Keep her, for she is vour life.

Do not enter the path of the wicked,

And do not walk in the way of evil.

Avoid it, do not travel on it;

Turn away from it and pass on.

For thev do not sleep unless they have
done evil;

And their sleep is taken away unless
they make someone fall.

For they eat the bread of wickedness,

And drink the wine of violence.

But the path of the just is like the
shining sun,®

That shines ever brighter unto the
perfect day.

The way of the wicked is like darkness;

21
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PROVERBS 5:7

They do not know what makes them
stumble.

My son, give attention to my words;
Incline your ear to my sayings.

Do not let them depart from your eyes;
Keep them in the midst of your heart;
For they are life to those who find them,
And health to all their flesh.

Keep your heart with all diligence,

For out of it spring the issues of life,
Put away from you a deceilful mouth,
And put perverse lips far from vou.

Let your eyes lock straight ahead,

And vour eyelids look right before you.
Ponder the path of your feet,

And let all your ways be established.
Do not turn to the right or the left;
Remove your foot from evil.

PERIL OF ADULTERY

j\ My son, pay attention to my wisdom;
7 Lend your ear to my understanding,

That vou may preserve discretion,

And your lips may keep knowledge.

For the lips of an immoral woman drip
honey,

And her meuth is smoother than oil;

But in the end she is bitter as wormwood,

Sharp as a two-edged sword.

Her feet go down to death,

Her steps lay hold of hell.®

Lest you ponder her path of life—

Her ways are unstable;

You do not know them.

Therefore hear me now, my children,
And do not depart from the words of my
mouth.

4:18 Aliterally light 5:5 @0r Sheo!

—

-

Beautiful Wisdom (4:/-/3) Wisdom is “the principal thing,” (4:7), and is called
“good doctrine” (4:2). Wisdom refers to the core truths about life that are passed
i on from godly parents to their children, from generation to generation. Solomon

challenges people to seek out and obtain wisdom, to never forget it or forsake it

(4:5, 6). Wisdom is pictured as a woman, a beauty that a good son will pursue and court as

_he would a wife: Love her, exalt her, embrace her, “keep her, for she is your life” (4:13).

Wisdom is of permanent importance. It should be sought ardently and treasured dearly.
Topic: Wisdom
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