| asks such questions as:

FREDA V. CREWES
(Zechariah 8:16, |7)

| he sincere searcher for truth, either directly or indirectly,

“What is truth? Where can | find it?

2 ! How will | know when | find it?” Others, who lack smcerlty

in their search for truth, will settle for: “Truth is whatever is true for me.”

The good news is that truth can be
defined, found, and experienced. The re-
ality is that what a person believes does
matter.

THETRUTH ABOUT TRUTH

What is truth? Truth and reality refer to
things as they really are, no matter what
people may believe. Truth cannot be al-
tered. Postinodernism advocates that
“something is true if it is true for me.”
Christians deny this definition because
they believe in absolute truth, stating that
truth is truth irrespective of people’s per-
sonal experience. What people call “truth”
must be measured, not against what they
believe, but against absolute truth. God is
the Absolute and is the foundation for all
truth because He is truth (Deut. 32;4; John
14:6}. God loves truth and hates falsehood
{Prov. 12:22}; He cannot lie (Titus 1:2).

Because God is truth, He holds His
people to His standard of truth: “Behold,
You desire truth in the inward parts” (Ps.
51:6). Zechariah 8:16 instructs, “Speak
each man the truth to his neighbor; give
judgment in vour gates for truth, justice,
and peace.” People of truth exhibit behav-
ior that matches their words. They seek to
be accurate, reliable, and trustworthy.

HOW TO BE PEOPLE OF TRUTH

We can petition the God of truth to help
us, “Lead me in Your truth and teach me”
{Ps. 25:5). The Holy Spirit, the Spirit of
truth (John 16:13), will lead us to the truth
of God’s Word and give us receptive hearts
and a submissive will so we can know, be,

and do the truth. When we sincerely seek

spiritual truth, the Holy Spirit, who guides
us into all truth, will bear witness to truth
in our spirit through the Word. We cac
know that we know the truth.

In order to be people of the truth, we
must be authentic and genuine. In the cor-
ners of our very being we must be true i
ourselves, Truth will not settle for anything
less than honesty with ourselves and oth-
ers. Truth will shine the light on the dark
places in our lives so we can dust them ou:
and clean them up.

When we know truth and are peopT=
of truth, we will behave accordingly. Truik
will inspire us to live authentic lives anz
speak authentic words. Truth will refuse 1c
rename sin in our own and others’ lives.
Truth will urge us to speak the truth in lovs
as we seek to live in peace with each othe-
Truth will prompt spouses to be faithful 2
each other, Truth will stimulate parents 1
live consistent lives hefore their childrer.
Truth wiil inspire us to pray that God':
kingdom come and His will be done o~
earth as it is in heaven (Matt. 6:10).

HOW TRUTH HELPS US

Truth will prepare us 1o do battle with thz
forces of evil. Satan, the father of lies, wi_
flee from the truth. The armor of God ca-
protect us during the fiercest battles wi-
the kingdom of darkness (Eph. 6:12-1§

Truth must be in place before the rest -
the armor will fit. Ephesians 6:14 sav:
“Stand therefore, having girded your wais-
with truth. . . .”
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Truth plays a significant role in help-
ing relationships. In order for us to be able
to help others, we must be truthful and
require truthfulness from those we are at-
tempting to help. We must be able to speak
truthfully to hurting people, for they need
t¢ learn such traths as:

1. Their relationship with God is not based
on their performance, but on His grace
(Eph. 2:8, 9).

2. They become persons of value and worth
in a relationship with Jesus Christ (Eph.
1:4, 5). .

3. They need to accept the reality of their
humanness with its failures and limitations
(2 Cor. 12:9).

4, Their pain can be used by God to help
them grow and mature (Rom. 8:28, 29).
5. They can experience joy and freedom in
their Christian lives (Gal. 5:1).

THE FREEDOM OF TRUTH

Jesus promised that the truth will free us
{(Johm 8:32). When we know the truth as
itis in Jesus Christ, we will experience free-
dom from the deceptions of Satan that
blind us spiritually and bind us emotion-
ally. The truth in Christ can break the
chains of sin, deliver those who are impris-
oned by the pain of their past, and con-
vince them that they are persons of
worth—setting them free from the prison
of low self-esteem.

In Christ, we are free to be all that our
heavenly Father intended us to be. The
truth in Christ gives us the freedom we
need to enjoy an intimate relationship with
the God of truth: “The LorD is near to all
who call upon Him, to all who call upon
Him in truth” (Ps. 145:18). We can trust
His. truth forever: “The LoRrD is good; His
mercy is everlasting, and His truth endures
to all generations” (Ps. 100:5).
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To Learn More: Turn to the key passage note on truth at John 8:31-36 on page 1386. See also the

personality profife of Ananias on page 1424.

FURTHER MEDITATION:;

Other passages to study about the issue of
truth include:

> Psalm 119:30, 43, 142, 151, 160

> Proverbs 8:7; 12:17; 23:23

> John 3:21; 8:44-46; 14:17: 15:26; 16:13;
18:37

> Ephesians 1:13; 4:25




JIOHN 8:34 - o

to anyone. How can You say, ‘You will be
made free’?”

M Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, 1
say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of
sin. ¥And a slave does not abide in the house
forever, but a son abides forever. *Therefore if
the Son makes vou free, vou shall be free in-
deed,

ABRAHAM'S SEED AND SATAN'S

37%7 know that you are Abraham’s descen-
dants, but you seek to kill Me, because My
word has no place in vou. **l gpeak what I
have seen with My Father, and you do what
you have seen with? your father.”

3They answered and said to Him, “Abra-
ham is our father.”

Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham’s
children, you would do the works of Abra-
ham. *““But now you seek to kill Me, a Man

1386

who has told you the truth which ! heard from
God. Abraham did not do this. *You do the
deeds of your father.”

Then they said to Him, “We were not born
of fornication; we have one Father—God.”

#2Jesus zaid to them, “If God were vour Fa-
ther, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth
and came from God; nor have | come of My-
self, but He sent Me. “*Why do you not under-
stand My speech? Because you are not able to
listen to My word. **You are of your father the
devil, and the desires of your father you want
to do. He was a murderer from the beginning,
and does not stand in the truth, because there
is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he
speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar
and the father of it. ¥But because I tell the
truth, you do not believe Me. *Which of you

8:38 NU-Text reads heard from.

Truth |

that freedom—"know the truth.”

FREE INDEED!
(8:31-36)

Prisoners yearn for freedom, as do people who are enstaved by sin. They want
to be free of the sins that make their lives miserable. Jesus tells of a way to have

Jesus is “the truth” {john 14:6). Truth is not an abstract concept; it's a reality. When
Pilate asked, “What is truth?” (John 18:38), the Truth was standing before him. Jesus came
into the world to “bear witness to the truth” (John 18:37) and He was the Truth incarnate.
The truth in Jesus frees us from the consequences of sin, from self-deception, and from
deception by Satan. The truth in Jesus shows us the way to eternal life with God. The truth
in Jesus will indeed set us free—free from sin's death penalty and from the corrosive effects

of sin in our lives.

=158 =T L Eo———— ]

To Learn More: Turn to the article about truth on pages 1208, 1209. See also the personality

profile of Ananias on page 1424.

¢ as the Savior; they would know truth. Jesus is the source of truth, the perfect
| standard of what is right. “You shall know the truth,” |esus said, “and the truth

shalt make you free.” When people discover the truth found in God's Word, they
are set free from sin. The world shouts its lies, and some are tempted to believe them.
Believers, however, can look to God's Word and discern what is true and what is not. When
we know Jesus and read His Word, we know the truth, Topic: Truth
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buried her by her husband. "'So great fear
came upon all the church and upon all who
heard these things.

CONTINUING POWER IN THE CHURCH

2And through the hands of the apostles
many signs and wonders were done among
the people. And they were all with one accord
in Solomon’s Porch. *Yet none of the rest
dared join them, but the people esteemed
them highly, “And believers were increas-
ingly added to the Lord, multitudes of both
men and women, Yso that they brought the
sick out into the streets and laid fhem on beds
and couches, that at least the shadow of Peter
passing by might fall on some of them. ¥Also
a multitude gathered from the surrounding
cities ta Jerusalem, bringing sick people and
those who were tormented by unclean spirits,
and they were all healed,

1424

IMPRISONED APOSTLES FREED

7Then the high priest rose up, and all those
who were with him (which is the sect of the
Sadducees), and they were filled with indigna-
tion, and laid their hands on the apostles
and put them in the common prison. ""But at
night an angel of the Lord opened the prison
doors and brought them out, and said, °“Go,
stand in the temple and speak to the people all
the words of this life.”

Aand when they heard that, they entered
the temple early in the morning and taught.
But the high priest and those with hiim came
and called the council together, with all the el-
ders of the children of Israel, and sent to the
prison to have them brought.

APOSTLES ON TRIAL AGAIN
22But when the officers came and did not
find them in the prison, they retumed and re-

SR

ANANIAS—CAUGHT IN A LIE

{ACTS 51-41)

" Truth | Some people have trouble with the truth, whether telling little “white” lies or

" being aimost pathological in their inability to be truthful. Christians, however,

base their entire faith on the God who is truth. Their lives, therefore, should be eharacter-
ized by truth. God made that very clear in an incident that occurred in the early church.
Ananias and his wife, Sapphira, ware among the believers in the early church, The
believers were selling land and houses in order to give the money to the apostles, who then
distributed it among the needy, A man named Barnabas apparently received praise for selling
some land and bringing all the money from the sale to the apostles (4:32-37). Ananias and
Sapphira seem to have been motivated by that praise. So they too sold a possession and
brought money to the apestles. The problem was not that they did not give alt the money to
the apostles. It was their prerogative to bring whatever amount they wanted to. The
problem was that they claimed to have brought all the money whan they had kept back
some of it for themselves. in short, they lied. Ananias and Sapphira conspired together to try

to foist their lie on the church leadership.

The Holy Spirit revealed their lie to Peter, however. In his lie, Ananias had “not lied to
men but to God,” and God cannot be fooled. He is the truth, and He always knows the truth.
Ananias, and later his wife, paid the ultimate price for their attempted deception. God dealt
harshly with this sin because dishonesty, greed, and desire for acclaim will threaten a body of
believers and undermine their witness for Christ.

Are we truthful people? We should daily examine our lives, words, actions, and motives
to make sure that we are truly being honest before God and before others. Truthfulness
pleases God. Even if we think we can get away with a lie—God knows the truth.
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note at John 8:31-36 on page | 386.

To Learn More: Turn to the article about truth on pages 1208, [209. See also the key passage
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NUMBERS 5:27

176

afterward make the woman drink the water.
27When he has made her drink the water, then
it shall be, if she has defiled herself and be-
haved unfaithfully toward her husband, that
the water that brings a curse will enter her
and become bitter, and her belly will swell,
her thigh will rot, and the woman will become
a curse among her people. **But if the woman
has not defiled herself, and is clean, then she
shall be free and may conceive children.

2%This is the law of jealousy, when a wife,
while under her husband’s anthority, goes
astray and defiles herself, #%or when the spiriz
of jeaiousy comes upon a man, and he be-
comes jealous of his wife; then he shall stand
the woman before the Lorp, and the priest
shall execute all this law upon her. ¥ Then the
man shall be free from iniquity, but that
woman shall bear her guilt) ”

THE LAW OF THE NAZIRITE

’ Then the LorD spoke to Moses, saying,
& ““Speak to the children of Israel, and say
to them: ‘When either a man or woman conse-
crates an offering to take the vow of a Nazi-
rite, to separate himself to the Lorp, *he shall
separate himself from wine and similar drink;
he shall drink neither vinegar made from wine
nor vinegar made from similar drink; neither
shall he drink any grape juice, nor eat fresh
grapes or raisins. *All the days of his separa-
tion he shall eat nothing that is produced by
the grapevine, from seed to skin.

Sall the days of the vow of his separation
no razor shall come upon his head; until the
days are fulfilled for which he separated him-
self to the Lorn, he shall be holy. Then he
shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow.
5All the days ihat he separates himself to the

THE WEDGE OF JEALOUSY

— (5:29)
| Jealousy | The ancient Israelites had a complex ritual for dealing with jealousy. Their
g detailed process (Num. 5:1 [-31) recognized the destructive potential of a

jealous husband or wife. The most Important part was that they dealt with this issue before
the Lord (Nurmn. 5:30). Jealousy can destroy any refationship, and in a marriage, it can drive in

a wedge of mistrust,

Protection from the wedge of jealousy begins with honesty. Each spouse should
honestly consider his or her own tendency toward jezlousy, answering the question, “What
makes me jealous?” Each spouse should honestly tell his or her feelings. Then they can
discuss what they could do for each other to alleviate those feelings. Complete honesty and

trust will help to obliterate jealousy.
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To Learn More: Turn to the article about jealousy on pages 1656, [657. See also the personal-

ity profite of Rachel and Leah on page 49.
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. Speaking the Truth (6:2-2/) The Nazirite vow included separation from the
“# world and consecration to the Lord. A person could take the vow for a certain
amount of time in order to focus on Ged. Taking this vow was very serious, and

the person was expected to follow all the procedures described here, How easily
people “promise™ to do something, but how hard it may be to keep that promise, Vows
{promises) are very important—whether they are made to God or to other people. God

does not take them lightly, and neither should we (Matt. 5:37),

Topic: Truth
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and the Levite who is within vour gates; and
you shall rejoice before the LORD vour God in
all to which you put your hands. **Take heed to
yourself that you do not forsake the Levite as
long as you live in your land.

20“When the Lok your God enlarges your
border as He has promised vou, and vou say,
‘Let me eat meat, because you long to eat
meat, you may eat as much meat as your heart
desires. 2!If the place where the LORD your
God chooses to put His name is too far from
you, then you may slaughter from your herd
and from your flock which the Lorp has given
you, just as 1 have commanded you, and you
may eat within vour gates as much as your
heart desires. **Just as the gazelle and the
deer are eaten, so you may eat them; the un-
clean and the clean alike mav eat them, **Only
be sure that vou do not eat the bloed, for the
blood is the life; you may not eat the life with
the meat, *You shall not eat it; vou shail pour
it on the garth like water. **You shall not eat it,
that it may go well with you and your children
after you, when vou do what is right in the
sight of the Lorn. #Only the holy things
which you have, and vour vowed offerings,
you shall take and go to the place which the
Lorp chooses. 27And you shall offer your
burnt offerings, the meat and the blood, on
the aitar of the Lorb yvour God,; and the blood
of your sacrifices shall be poured out on the
altar of the LorD your God, and vou shall eat
the meat. #80bserve and cbey all these words
which I command you, that it may go well
with you and your children after you forever,
when you do what is gooed and right in the
sight of the LORD your Cod.

BewaARE OF FALSE GODS

2*When the LorD your God cuts off from
before you the nations which you go to dis-
possess, and vou displace them and dwell in

¢ DEUTERONOMY 13:4

their land, *take heed to vourself that vou are
not ensnared to follow them, after they are de-
stroyed from before you, and that you do not
inquire after their gods, saving, ‘How did
these nations serve their gods? I also will do
likewise! 3You shall not worship the LORD
your God in that way; for every abomination
to the LorD which He hates they have dene to
their gods; for they burn even their sons and
daughters in the fire tc their gods.

32«\Whatever 1 command you, be careful to
observe it: you shall not add toc it nor take
away from it.

PUNISHMENT OF APOSTATES
‘E 3 “If there arises among you a prophet
or a dreamer of dreams, and he gives
you a sign or a wonder, “and the sign or the
wonder comes to pass, of which he spoke to
you, saying, ‘Let us go after other gods’--
which you have not known—"and let us serve
them.' *you shall not listen to the words of that
prophet or that dreamer of dreams, for the
LorD your God is testing you to know whether
you love the LORD your God with all vour heart
and with all your soul. *You shall walk after the
Lorp your God and fear Him, and keep His
commandments and cbey His voice; vou shall
serve Him and hold fast to Him. *But that
prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put
to death, because he has spoken in order to
tum you away from the LORD your God, who
brought you out of the land of Egypt and re-
deemed vou from the house of bondage, to en-
tice you from the way inn which the Lorp your
God commanded you to walk. So vou shall put
away the evil from vour midst.
5If your brothey, the son of your mother,
your son or your daughter, the wife of your bo-
sorm, or your {riend who is as vour own soul,
secretly entices you, saving, ‘Let us go and
serve other gods, which you have not known,

NDO

Sticking to the Truth (/3:/-5} Satan always draws people away from Geod, and
he often works through willing people. This passage warns that if someone c¢lairms
to be a prephet of Ged but peints people toward other gods, then that person is

a false prophet. Under Old Testament law, a false prophet was to be put to death.
Teaching that was obviously false was taken seriously and punished accordingly. God's people
must have discernment, refusing to listen to anyone who speaks anything different from the
truth found in Ged’s Word. That truth will keep us from error.  Topic: Truth
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JOSHUA 1:1 )

Gon’s COMMISSION TO JOSHUA
9 After the death of Moses the servant of the
# LoRD, it came to pass that the LorD spoke
to Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' assistant,
saying: *“Moses My servant is dead. Now
therefore, arise, go over this Jordan, you and
all this people, to the land which [ am giving
to them—the children of Israel. 3Every place
that the sole of your foot will tread upon 1
have given you, as I said to Moses. *From the
wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the
great river, the River Euphrates, all the land of
the Hittites, and to the Great Sea toward the
going down of the sun, shall be your territory.
*No man shall be able io stand before you all
the days of your life; as I was with Moses, so I
will be with you. I will not leave you nor for-
sake you. ®Be strong and
of goed courage, for to
this people you shall di-
vide as an inheritance
the land which [ swore
to their fathers to give
them. 7Only be strong
and very courageous,
that you may cbserve to

268

“Have | not cormmanded you?

Be strong and of good courage;

do not be afraid, nor be dismayed,

for the LORD your God is with
you wherever you go.”

JOSHUA 1:9

THE ORDER TC CROSS THE JORDAN

OThen Joshua commanded the officers of
the people, saying, "“Pass through the camp
and command the people, saying, ‘Prepare
provisions for yourselves, for within three
days you will cross over this Jordan, to go in
to possess the land which the LorD your God
is giving you to possess.” ”

2and to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and
half the tribe of Manasseh Joshua spoke, say-
ing, ¥“Remember the word which Moses the
servant of the Lore comnmanded vou, saying,
‘The Lowrp your God is giving you rest and is
giving you this land’ “Your wives, your little
ones, and your livestock shall remain in the
land which Moses gave you on this side of the
Jordan. But you shall pass before your breth-
ren armed, all your
mighty men of valor,
and help them, !Suntil
the LoRD has given your
brethren rest, as He
gave you, and they also
have taken possession
of the land which the
LorD your God is giving

do according to all the

law which Moses My servant commanded
vou; do not turn from it to the right hand or
to the left, that you may prosper wherever
you go. %This Book of the Law shall not de-
part from vour mouth, but you shall medi-
tate in it day and night, that you may
observe to do according to all that is written
in it. For then you will make vour way pros-
perous, and then you will have good suc-
cess. "Have | not commanded you? Be strong
and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor
be dismaved, for the LORD your God is with
vou wherever you go.”

them. Then you shall
return to the land of your possession and en-
joy it, which Moses the LORD’s servant gave
you on this side of the Jordan toward the sun-
rise.”

168 they answered Joshua, saying, “All tha:
you command us we will do, and wherever
you send us we will go. '"just as we heeded
Moses in all things, so we will heed you, Cni+
the LorD vour God be with you, as He was
with Moses. ®Whoever rebels against you-
command and does not heed your words, -
all that you command him, shall be put
death. Only be strong and of good courage.”

The Whole Truth (/:8, 9) Joshua faced the challenge of leading the Israelites
into the Promised Land. To encourage him, God urged him to meditate day and

#7) night on the Book of the Law (Moses’ writings). God promised Joshua that doing
so would make him prosperous and successful. This is not a promise of earthly
prosperity—although certainly following God’s rules for living will have a positive effect on
our lives. But living by the truth of God's Word will make us successful in God’s eyes. That

kind of success is eternal. Topic: Truth
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JOHN 8:34
to anyone. How can You say, ‘You will be
made free’?”

MJesus answered them, “Most assuredly, I
say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of
sin. **And a slave does not abide in the house
forever, but a son abides forever. *Therefore if
the Scn makes you free, you shall be free in-
deed.

ABRAHAM'S SEED AND SATAN'S

37«7 know that you are Abraham'’s descen-
dants, but you seek to kill Me, because My
word has no place in you. 3] speak what I
have seen with My Father, and you do what
you have seen with?® vour father.”

¥They answered and said to Him, “Abra-
ham is our father.”

Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham’s
children, you would do the works of Abra-
ham. But now you seek to kill Me, a Man

that freedom—"“know the truth.”

1386

FREE INDEED!
(8:31-36)

Prisoners yearn for freedom, as do people who are enslaved by sin. They want
to be free of the sins that make thelr lives miserable. Jesus tells of a way to have

who has told you the truth which ! heard from
God. Abraham did not do this. “You do the
deeds of your father.”

Then they said to Him, “We were not born
of fornication; we have one Father—God.”

4 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Fa-
ther, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth
and came from God; nor have I come of My-
self, but He sent Me. ¥Why do you not under-
stand My speech? Because you are not able to
listen to My word. #You are of your {ather the
devil, and the desires of your father you want
to do. He was a murderer from the beginning,
and dees not stand in the truth, because there
is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he
speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar
and the father of it. “*But because I tell the
truth, you do not believe Me. *Which of you

8:38 2NU-Text reads heard from.

Jesus is “the truth” {John |4:6). Truth is not an abstract concept; it’s a reality, When
Pilate asked, “What is truth?” (John 18:38), the Truth was standing before him. Jesus came
into the world to “bear witness to the truth” (John 18:37) and He was the Truth incarnate.
The truth in Jesus frees us from the consequences of sin, from self-deception, and from
deception by Satan. The truth in Jesus shows us the way to eternal life with God. The truth
in Jesus will indeed set us free—free from sin’s death penalty and from the corrosive effects

of sin in our lives.

profile of Ananias on page 1424.

To Learn More: Turn to the article about truth on pages 1208, {209. See also the personality

| Final Answer (8:32) lesus told His followers that if they truly believed in Him
as the Savior, they would know truth. Jesus is the source of truth, the perfect
!} standard of what is right. “You shall know the truth,” [esus said, “and the truth

shall make you free.” When people discover the truth found in God's Word, they
are set free from sin. The world shouts its lies, and some are tempted to believe them.
Believers, however, can look to God's Word and discern what is true and what is not. When
we know Jesus and read His Word, we know the truth. Topic: Truth
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5Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Fa-
ther, and it is sufficient for us.”

?Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so
long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip?
He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so
how can vou say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do
vou not believe that I am in the Father, and the
Father in Me? The words that I speak to you 1
do not speak on My own authority, but the Fa-
ther who dwells in Me does the works. !'Be-
lieve Me that [ amm in the Father and the Father
in Me, or else believe Me for the sake of the
works themselves.

HE ANSWERED PRAYER
12“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who be-
lieves in Me, the works that I do he will do

JOHN 14:8 1294

also; and greater works than these he will do,
because I go to My Father, *And whatever you
ask in My name, that | will do, that the Father
may be glorified in the Son. MIf you ask® any-
thing in My name, I will do it.

JEsus PrOWMISES ANOTHER HELPER

B4f oyou love Me, keep? My command-
ments. And I will pray the Father, and He
will give you another Helper, that He may
abide with vou forever—'7the Spirit of truth,
whom the world cannot receive, because it
neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you
know Him, for He dwells with you and will be

14:14 3NU-Text adds Me. 14:15 @NU-Text reads
you will kee

eep

“lead to God.”

“Wrong!” says Jesus.
eternal life, not many ways.

Me" (John 14:6).

saved” (Acts 4:12).

(14:0)

Many routes and transportation options lead to a large city. Some people think
it's the same way with God. "All roads,” they say, all religions and belief systems,

Contrary to what many people think, Jesus taught only one way to gain forgiveness and

> “| am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
> “There is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be

> “For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ
Jesus, who gave Himself a ransom for all” (1 Tim. 2:5, 6).

God provided a way for us to be saved. We can praise Jesus for being that way!

personality profile of Nicodemus on page 1371.

To Learn Meore: Turn to the article about knowing jesus on pages 1368, 1369. See also the

lives today and into eternity. Topic: Truth

. The Only Way (/4:6) Jesus claimed to be “the way, the truth, and the life.”
@ Jesus is not one of the ways to God—He is the onfy way to God. Jesus is not one
.+ of many truths—He is truth. Jesus doesn't just show a way to live—He is the

~ Giver of life, the One who gives meaning to life. If Jesus is our “way,” then He is
the only One who can save us and guide our lives. If Jesus is our “truth,” then we study His
word and live according to its truth. If Jesus is our “life,” we trust that He is in control of our
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2 TIMOTHY 2:9 . B
David, was raised from the dead according to
my gospel, *for which I suffer trouble as an
evildoer, even to the point of chains; but the
word of God is not chained. ®Therefore I en-
dure all things for the sake of the elect, that
they also may obtain Lhe salvation which is in
Christ Jesus with eternal glory.
Wrhis is a faithful saying:

For if we died with Him,

We shall also live with Him,
If we endure,

We shall also reign with Him.
If we deny Him,

He also will deny us.
13 If we are faithless,

He remains faithfu!:
He canno! deny Himself.

1604

APPROVED AND DisAPPROVED VWORKERS
YRemind them of these things, charging them
before the Lord not to strive about words to no
profit, to the ruin of the hearers. **Be diligent to
present yourself approved 1o God, a worker who
does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth. '*But shun profane and idle
babblings, for they will increase to more un-
godliness. 7And their message will spread like
cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this
sort, 'Swho have straved concerning the truth,
saying that the resurrection is already past; and
thev overthrow the faith of some. "Neverthe-
less the solid foundation of God stands, having
this seal: “The Lord knows those who are His,”
and, “Let everyone who names the name of
Christ® depart from iniquity.”

2:19 @NU-Text and M-Text read the Lord.

Mentorin

N {2:2)

| God worked through the rmany teachers in the early church, protecting His

message so that it did not get changed or garbled as it was passed from person
to person, from one generation to the next. The early believers had no written New
Testament, but they depended on the spoken gospel message as it was taught to them by
others, The process is calfed mentoring, or discipling, and through it God’s message is taught

to people who in turn will teach others.

Although Paul was nearing the end of his earthly life, his ministry would continue
because he had mentored Timothy. Eventually Timothy would die too, so he would need te
commit the message “to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.” In that way, the
message would move across the world and across the centuries. We are believers today
because faithful people have been teaching others for hundreds of years. We must mencor

others so the message continues. God has given us that responsibility.

To Learn More: Turn to the article about mentoring on pages 430, 431. See also the personal-

ity profile of Elijah and Elisha on page 465.

— Truth Teaching (2:15) Paul warned Timothy that false teachers would attempt
L,@g.y :‘j to distort the gospel message. The best weapon against false teaching is the truth
. of God’s Word—in the hands of diligent workers who have nc need to be

ashamed of it or their handling of it. Believers who are “rightly dividing the word
of truth” know God's Word, understand its meaning, and teach it correctly. The truth of
God's Word has not changed from Timothy's day to today. We ought to diligently study the

Bible so that we can know and share its truths with others correctly.  Topic: Truth
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2 JOHN 7

GREETING THE ELECT LABY commandment from the Father, SAnd now !
The Tlder, plead with you, lady, not as though T wrote a
new commandment to you, but that which we
'To the elect lady and her children, whom I have had from the beginning: that we love one
love in truth, and not only I, but also all those another. ®This is love, that we walk according
who have known the truth, 2because of the to His commandments. This is the command-
truth which abides in us and will be with us ment, that as you have heard irom the begin-
forever: ning, you should walk in it.

SGrace, mercy, and peace will be with you® BEWARE OF ANTICHRIST DECEIVERS
from God the Father and from the Lord Jesus  “For many deceivers have gone out inic the
Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love. world who do not confess Jesus Christ as
coming in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an
VWALK IN CHRIST'S COMMANDMENTS
1 rejoiced greatly that I have found some of . §
your children walking in truth, as we received 3 aNU-Text and M-Text read us.

E One Truth {i—4) One truth exists, and that truth is found in Jesus Christ, who is

7 “the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6). John wrote this letter to help

4, believers remain in the truth.and not stray into false teachings. In order to resist
false notions and ideas, believers must remain grounded in God's Word. When

we know the Bible, we learn the truth and will see when any teaching contradicts it, We

rnust continue “walking in truth,” for then we will be able to see what is false and steer clear

of it. Topic: Truth

! Love Revealed (é) Loving God means obeying Him, When we love God. we
| desire to “walk according to His commandments,” meaning that we want to obey
©;| Him. That obedience reveals our fove for Him. Love for God doesn’t focus

" merely on feelings, although those certainly are involved; it's about what we do.
God's commandments are found in His Word. We obey not because we are trying to be
good enough to be saved or to have a certain amount of good deeds to outweigh bad deeds.
We obey because we love God and desire to please Him. Topic: Obedience

JUL NOTE

I

| True or False? (7) Jesus had warned that false teachers would arise and fead

@ many people astray (Matt. 7:15; 24:11, 24). False teachers will teach any number
of doctrines that might sound good but are contradictory to God’s Word and,
therefore, are lies. Believers can discern false teaching by discovering what the
teacher believes about lesus Christ. Some will teach that fesus did not actually come in the
flesh; others will teach that Jesus was merely flesh and not God. {f anyone contradicts the
Bible’s definition of Christ being both human and divine, then that person is a false teacher.
Topic: Cults






