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(Zechariah 8:16, 17) -3 
~ - 
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h e  sincere searcher for truth, either directly or indirectly, 17 

. . 

- ,  

The good news is that truth can be and do the truth. When we sincerely seel: 
defined, found, and experienced. The re- spiritual truth, the Holy Spirit, who guide: 
ality is that what a person believes does us into all truth, will bear witness to t rue  

in our spirit through the Word. We car 

T H E  T R U T H  A B O U T  T R U T H  
know that we know the truth. 

In order to he people of the truth, we 
What is truth? Truth and reality refer to must be authentic and genuine. In the cor- 
things as they really are, no matter what ners of our very being we must be true rc 
people may believe. Truth cannot be al- ourselves. R ~ t h  will not settle for anythins 
tered. Post~nodernism advocates that less than honesty with ourselves and 0th- 

truth is truth irrespective of people's per- When we know truth and are peop!: 
sonal experience. What people call "truth" of truth, we will behave accordingly. Trut? . .. 
must be measured, not against what they will inspire us to live authentic lives, m.i 2 . ~ 3  

believe, but against absolute truth. God is speak authentic words. Truth will refuse rc 
the Absolute and is the foundation for all rename sin in our own and others' live: cyz! 
truth because He is truth (Deut. 32:4; John Truth will urge us to speak the truth in lo\-< , 
14:6). God loves truth and hates falsehood as we seek to live in peace with each othe: 1 : -~l  

(Prov. 12:22); He cannot lie (Titus 1:2). Truth will prompt spouses to he faithful r: , K? 

Because God is truth, He holds His each other. Truth will stimulate parents t: : 1: 
people to His standard of truth: "Behold, live consistent lives before their childrer. : 
You desire truth in the inward parts" (Ps. Truth will inspire us to pray that God': : he21 
515). Zechariah 8:16 instructs, "Speak kingdom come and His will he done 0: :m:I 
each man the truth to his neighbor; give earth as it is in heaven (Matt. 6:lO). i nesj 
judgment in your gates for truth, justice, 
and peace.- People of truth exhibit hehav- HOWTRUTH HELPS US 
ior that matches their words. They seek to 
be accurate, reliable, and trustworthy. Truth will prepare us to do battle with the 

forces of evil. Satan, the father of lies, mf:~ 
H O W  TO E E I E O P L E  O F  T R U T H  flee from the truth. The armor of God ca: 
We can petition the God of truth to help protect us during the fiercest battles wi? 
us, "Lead me in Your truth and teach me" the kingdom of darkness (Eph. 6:12-11~ 
(Ps. 25:5). The Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth must be in place before the rest c -  
truth (John 16:13), will leadus to the truth the armor will fit. Ephesians 6:I4 s a y  
of God's Word and give us receptive hearts "Stand therefore, having girded your wais- 
and a submissive will so we can know, be, with truth. . . ." 



Truth plays a significant role in help- FURTHER MEDITATION: 
ing relationships. In order for us to be able 

Other passages to study about the issue of to help others, we must be truthful and truth mclude: 
reaulre truthfulness from those we are at- 
tempting to help. We must be able to speak 
truthfully to hurting people, for they need - Psalm 119:30, 43, 142, 151, 160 

to learn such truths as: Proverbs 8:7; 12:17; 2323 
r John 3:21; 8:44-46; 14:17: 15:26; 16:13; 

1. Their relationship with God is not based 18:37 
on their performance, but on His grace r Ephesians 1:13: 4:25 
(Eph. 28, 9). 
2. They become persons of value and worth 
in a relationship with Jesus Christ (Eph. 
1:4, 5). 
3. They need to accept the reality of their 
humanness with its failures and limitations 
(2 Cor. 123). 
4. Their pain can be used by God to help 
them grow and mature (Rom. 8:28, 29). 
5. They can experience joy and freedom in 
their Christian lives (Gal. 5:l). 

THE FREEDOM OF TRUTH 

Jesus promised that the truth will free us 
(John 8:32). When we know the truth as 
it is in Jesus Christ, we will experience Iree- 
dom from the deceptions of Satan that 
blind us spiritually and bind us emotion- 
ally. The truth in Christ can break the 
chains of sin, deliver those who are impris- 
oned by the pain of their past, and con- 
vince them that they are persons of 
worth-setting them free from the prison 
of low self-esteem. 

In Christ, we are free to be all that our 
heavenly Father intended us to be. The 
truth in Christ gives us the freedom we 
need to enjoy an intimate relationship with 
the God of truth: "The LORD is near to all 
who call upon Him, to all who call upon 
Him in truth" (Ps. 145:181. We can trust 
His tmth forever: "The LORD is good; His 
mercy is everlasting, and His truth endures 
to all generations" (Ps. 100:5). 

To Learn More: Turn to  the key passage note on truth at john 8:3 1-36 on page 1386. See also the 
pemnal i i  profile of Ananias on page 1424. 



1 which I heard from 
~ ~ convicts Me oi i 

1 0 H N A i 3 4  - ~- -- - 1386- - - - - -  

to anyone. How con You say, 'You will be who has told you the truth 
made free'?" God. Abraham did not do this. "'You do the do you not be; 

"Jesus answered them, "Most assuredly, I deeds of your father." hears God's a.c 
say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of Then they sail 
sin. 'SAnd a slave does lloi ' ' ' ' ' ' , ~ . .. 

forever, Or11 a son abides fc 

deed. and came from I 

.&Bfi,4HAIU1'5 SEED AND SATAIN'S stand My speech 
37"1 ~ I ~ O W  that you are Abraham's descen- listen to My word. 44You are of your father the hut I honor hl!~ 

dants, but you seek to kill Me, because My devil, and the desires of your father you want SoAnd I do not s. 
word has no place in you. "1 speak what I to do. He was a 

you have seen with" your father." is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he never see dear? 
3'Thcy answered aiid said to Him, "Ahra- speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar 52Then the : 

ham is our father." and the father of it. 45But because I tell the know that I@: 
Jesus said to them, "If  you were Abraham's truth, you do not believe 

children, you url 
ham. 40But now you seek to kill Me, a Mar 

who is dead: .:: 
do You make 1~: 

- - - -- --- ~ - 
- -- . 

honor is nothi-! 

FREE INDEED! Me, of whom :~ 
isyet vou ha\-e 

1 rrutq Prisoners yearn for freedom, as do people who are e 
- 

to be free of the sins that make their lives miserable. 

i to Him, "We were not born because you xi 
: aoloe in me iiouse or rornlcarion; we have one Father-God." 
~rever. '"Therefore if '"esus said to them, "If God were your Fa- BEFORE A B R A H ~  

the Son makes you free, you shall be Cree in- ther, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth "Then the Je 
God; nor have 1 come of My- "Do we not say 

I self, but He sent Me. 43Wliy do you not under- tan and have a 
? Because you are not able to 

. . 4'Jesus answ 

murderer froin the beginning, who seeks and 
have seen with My Father, aud you do what and does not stand in the truth, because there to you, if anr: 

Me. "Which of you dead, and the ; 
x ~ l d  do the works of Abra- one keeps My 1:: 

1 8:38 aNU-Text reads heard from. j 3 ~ r e  You grelr 

18:31-36) Him. And if I sz 
"slaved by sin. They want be a liar like yr.. 
Jesus tells of a way to have His word. s"T;C-: 

that freedom-"know the truth." see My day, an: 
Jesus is "the truth" Oohn 146). Truth is not an abstract concept; it's a reality. When 57Then the i? 

Pilate asked, "What is truth!" (John 1838). the Truth was standing before him. Jesus came yet fifty years -. 
into the world to "bear witness to the truth" (john 1837) and He was the Truth incarnate. ham?" 
The truth in Jesus frees us from the consequences of sin, from self-deception, and from s8Jesus said r: 
deception by Satan. The truth in Jesus shows us the way to eternal life with God. The truth to you, before >. 
in Jesus will indeed set us free-free from sin's death penalty and from the corrosive effects SqTl~en thex- :r, 
of sin in our lives. but ~ e s u s  hid i 

terrlple," going i 
To Learn More: Turn to the article about truth on pages 1208, 1209. See also the personality so passed by. 
profile of Ananias on page 1424. - 

A MAN BORN E i  

0 Now as 1 ~ 7  . C who was b 
~ . -- ' 

!+ ples asked Hic. p$\\U~J)j -. . --- - -- -- , Lhis man or t i ?  

Final Answer (832) Jesus told His followers that if they truly believed in Him blind?" 

as the  Savior, they would know truth. Jesus is the source of truth, the perfect 'Jesus anslue? 

standard of what is right. "You shall know the truth," Jesus said, "and the truth parents sinnee.! 

shall make you free." When people discover the truth found in God's Word, they should be reved 
are set free from sin. The world shouts its lies, and sown =*-*---*-A +- h-li-,- +h-- works of Him ;ii .- l l -  .-..,r. "" .- >I,-.,.. 

wh=+ i. true and what is not. When night is comin: 
rruth long as 1 am in : 

Believers, however, can look to God's Word and discer.. .. . 
we know Jesus and read HIS Word, we know the truth. Topic: 1. 

world." 
6When He had 



2 :  1- , - - 1424 - - - 

buried her by her husband. "So great fear IMPRISONED APOSTLES FREED ported, I: 

came upon all the church and upon all who 17Then the h igh priest rose up, and all those shut sec 

heard these thikqs. who were wi th  h im  (which is the sect of the outsidea 

Sadducees), and they were filled w i th  indigna- opened t 
tion. IRand laid their hands on  the apostles 2 4 ~ o ~  I\-i 

CONTINUING POWER IN THE CHURCH 
TZAnd through hailds of the apostles and put them in the common prison. '"ut at the temp!. 

night an angel of the Lord opened the prison things, t 
many signs and wonders were done among 

doors and brought them out, and said, ZO"Go, would he 
the people. And they were all wi th one accord 

stand in the temple and speak to the people a l l  saying,' - 

in Solomoil's Porch. ';Yet none of the rest 
rhe words o f  this life." prison are 

dared join them, but  the people esteemed 
"And when they heard that, they entered the peopk 

them highly. I4And believers were increas- 
ingly added to the Lord, lllultitudes of both lh' in the morning and taught. 'Then 

But the high priest and those wi lh him came and hroog 
Inen and women, 'jso that they brought the 

and called the council together, wi th all the el- feared th? 
sick out into the streets and laid them on beds 

ders of the children of Israel, and sent to the "And I\?I 
and couches, that at least the shadow o i  Peter 

prison to have them broughl. them beic 
passing b y  might fall on some of them. iGAAo asked t k  
a multitude gathered from the surrounding commani 
cities to .leruselem, bringing sick people and APOSTLES ON TRIAL AGAIN look, yor  I 
those who were tormented by  uriclean spirits. "But when the officers came and d id not trine, a n i  
and they were all healed. f ind them in the prison, they returned and re- us!" 

"But P2 

and said: 
men. 30T>1 

- whom m 

ANANIAS-CAUGHT IN A LIE "Him G r J  
Prince a-? 

(ACTS 5:l-11) and forg~? 
Some people have trouble with the truth, whether telling little "white" lies o r  nesses tc I 
being almost pathological in their inability t o  be truthful. Christians, however. Spirit \\.kg 

base their entire faith on the God who is truth. Their lives, therefore, should be character- Him." 
ized by truth. God made that very clear in an incident that occurred in the early church. 

Ananias and his wife, Sapphira, were among the believers in the early church. The GAMALIEI' 

believers were selling land and houses in order t o  give the money t o  the apostles. who then 33Wh-- C Z  

distributed it among the needy. A man named Barnabas apparently received praise for selling and plorre 
some land and bringing all the money from the sale t o  the apostles (432-37). Ananias and couiicii i l l  

Sapphira seem t o  have been motivated by that praise. So they too sold a possession and a teacher 
brought money t o  the apostles. The problem was not that they did not give all the money t o  people, m 
the apostles. It was their prerogative t o  bring whatever amount they wanted to. The tles outs:; 
problem was that they claimed t o  have brought all the money when they had kept back them: "!.!, 
some of it for themselves. In short, they lied. Ananias and Sapphira conspired together t o  try what yo; 
to foist their lie on the church leadership. ;'For s o 7  

The Holy Spirit revealed their lie t o  Peter, however. In his lie, Ananias had "not lied t o  
men but to God." and God cannot be fooled. He is the truth, and He always knows the truth. 
Ananias, and later his wife, paid the ultimate price for their attempted deception. God dealt 
harshly with this sin because dishonesty, greed, and desire for acclaim will threaten a body of 
believers and undermine their witness for Christ. 

Are we truthful people? We should daily examine our lives, words, actions, and motives 
t o  make sure that we are truly being honest before God and before others. Tmthfulness 

~ pleases God. Even if we  think we can get away with a l i e G o d  knows the truth. 
(I Ti- 
law cs 

To Learn More: Turn to the article about truth on pages 1208, 1209. See also the key passage strerg 
note at John 8:3 1-36 on page 1386. 



NUMBERS 5:27  176 - -- 
afterward make the woman drink the water. THE LAW OF THE NAZIRITE I.ORD lie shall nd 

the water that brings a curse will enter her crates an offering to take the vow of a Nazi- God is onhis 
and become hitter, and her belly will swell, rite, to separate hiniself to the LORD, ;he shall tion he shall be 
her thigh will rot, and the woman will become separate himself from wine and similar drink: "And if an?QIP 
a curse among her people. "But if the woman he shall drink neither vinegar made from wine him, and be defs+ 
has not defiled herself, and is clean, then she nor vinegar made from similar drink; neither he shall shave I 
shall be iree and may conceive children. shall he drink any grape juice, nor eat fresh cleansing; On th* 

29'This is the law of jealousy, when a wife, grapes or raisins. 4All the days of his separa- it. 'O'Then on the, 
while under her husband's authority, goes tion he shall eat nothing that is produced by turtledoves Or t 
astray and defiles herself, "or when the spirit the grapevine, from seed to skin. priest, to the dcu 
of jeaiousy comes upon a man, and he be- S'All the days of the vow of his separation ing: "and the p i  
comes jealous of his wife; then he shall stand no razor shall come upon his liead; until the fering and the d 
the woman before the LOR[), and the priest days are fulfilled for which he separaled h i m  make atonemex 
shall execute all this law upon her. "Then the self to the LoRn, he shall be holy. Then he in regard to the 
man shall be free froin iniquity, but that shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow. his head that sz 
woman shall hear her guilt.' " "All the days that he separates llimself to the to the LORD the 

bring a male Ian 
offering; but t b  

I+Now this 2 

THE WEDGE OF JEALOUSY 

The ancient Israelites had a complex ritual for dealing with jealousy. Their 
detailed process (Num. 5: 1 1-3 1) recognized the destructive potential of a 

jealous husband or wife. The most important part was that they dealt with this issue before of meeting. 
the Lord (Num. 5:30).]ealoury can destroy any relationship, and in a marriage, it can drive in shall present 1 
a wedge of mistrust. i ~ i g  to the LO= 

Protection from the wedge of jealousy begins with honesty. Each spouse should without blem'i 
honestly consider his or her own tendency toward jealousy, answering the question, "What lamb in its fk 
makes me jealous!" Each spouse should honestly tell his or her feelings. Then they can offering, one : 
discuss what they could do for each other to alleviate those feelings. Complete honesty and offering, ''a 
trust will help to obliterate jealousy. cakes of fine i 

wafers anoina 
To Learn More: Turn to the article about jealousy on pages 1656, 1657. See also the personal- ing with t11ei: 
ity profile of Rachel and Leah on page 49. IG'Then tht 

LORD and of?  

world and consecration to the Lord. A person could take the vow for a certain 
amount of time in order to focus on God. Taking this vow was very serious, and 
the person was expected to follow all the procedures described here. How easily pleasure I 

people "promise" to do something, but how hard it may be to keep that promise. Vows the worc 
(promises) are very importan-whether they are made to God or to other people. God When we 
does not take them lightly, and neither should we (Matt. 5:37). Topic:Truth Topic: A1 - 
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239  D E U I E R O N O M Y  13:6 

and the Levite who is within yow gates; and their land, jUrake heed to yourself that you are 
you shall rejoice before the LORD !lour God in not ensnared to follow them, after they are de- 
all to which you put your hands. "Take heed to stroyed from before you, and that you do not 
yourself that you do not forsake the Levite as inquire after Their gods, saying, 'How did 
long as you live in your land. these nations senre their gods? I also will do 

'"'When the LORD your God enlarges your likewise: jlYou shall not worship the LORD 
border as He has promised you, and you say, your God in that way; for evev abomination 
'Let me eat meat,' because you long to eat to the LORO which He hates they have done to 
meat, you may eat as much meat as your heart their gods; for they burn even their sons and 
desires. "If the place where the LORO your daughters in the fire to their gods. 
God chooses to put His name is too far from 'Z"Whatever 1 command you, be careful to 
you, then you may slaughter from your herd observe it: you shall not add to it nor take 
and from your fiock which the LORD has given away from it. 
you, just as I have commanded you, and you 
may eat within )rour gates as much as your PUNISHMENT OF APOSTATES 
heart desires. 2 L J ~ ~ t  as the gazelle and the 11 3 "If there arises among you a prophet 
deer are eaten, so you may eat them; the un- or a dreamer of dreams, and he gives 
clean and the clean alike may eat them. 'j0nly you a sign or a wonder, 'and the sign or the 
be sure that you do not eat the blood, for the wonder comes to pass, of which he spoke to 
blood is the life; you may not eat the life with you, saying, 'Let us go after other gods'- 
the meat. "You shall 1101 eat it; you shall pour which you have not known-'and let us serve 
it on the earth like water. 2 5 Y o ~  shall not eat it, them: jyou shall not listen to the words of that 
that it may go well with you and your children prophet or that dreamer of dreams, for the 
after you, when you do what is right in the LORD your God is testing you to know whether 
sight of the LORD. 160nly the holy things you love the LORD your God with all your heart 
which you have, and your vowed offerings, and with all your soul. 'You shall walk after the 
you shall take and go to the place which the LORD your God and fear Him, and keep His 
LORD chooses. 17Alid )IOU shall offer your commandments and obey His voice; you shall 
burnt offerings, the meat and the blood, on serve Him and hold fast to Him. S B ~ t  that 
the altar of the LORD your God; and the blood prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put 
of your sacrifices shall be poured out on the to death, because he has spoken in order to 
altar of the LORD your God, and you shall eat turn you away from the LORD your God, who 
the meat. 280bserve and obey all these words brought you out of the land of Egypt and re- 
which I command you, that it may go well deemed you from the house of bondage, to en- 
with you and your children after you forever, tice you from the way in which the LORD your 
when you do what is good and right in the God commanded you to walk. So you shall put 
sight of the 1 . 0 ~ ~  your God. away the evil from your midst. 

"'If your brother, the son of your mother, 
BEWARE OF FALSE GODS your son or your daughter, the wife of your bo- 

'""When the LORD your God cuts off from som, or your friend who is as your own soul, 
before you the nations which you go to dis- secretly entices you, saying, 'Let us go and 
possess, and you displace them and dwell in serve other gods; which you have not known, 

9 4  Sticking to the Truth (13:l-5) Satan always draws people away from God, and 
he often works through willing people. This passage warns that if someone claims 

, to be a prophet of God but points people toward other gods, then that person is 
a false prophet. Under Old Testament law, a false prophet was to be put to death. 

Teaching that was obviously false was taken seriously and punished accordingly. God's people 
must have discernment, refusing to listen to anyone who speaks anything different from the 
truth found in God's Word. That truth will keep us from error. Topic: Truth 



J 0 S H K l : l  - 2 6 8 _ ~  .- - - - 

GOO'S COMMISSION TO JOSHUA THE ORDER TO CROSS THE JORDAN Pavr? 
After the death of Moses the servant of the l0Then Joshua commanded the officers of 

saying: 2"Moses My servant is dead. Now provisions for yourselves, for within three 
therefore, arise, go over this Jordan, you and days you will cross over this Jordan, to go in . . -,-,-- - 

all this people, to the land which I am giving to possess the land which the LORD your God -:dP I:' 
to them-the children of Israel. :Every place is giving you to possess.' " 
that the sole of your foot will tread upon I '"nd to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and 
have given )JOU, as I said to Moses. 4From the half the tribe of Manasseh Joshua spoke, say- ~ . .  -. . 
wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the ing, ""Remember the word which Moses the 
great river, the River Euphrates, all the land of servant of the LORD commanded you, saying, 
the Hittites, and to the Great Sea toward the 'The LORD your God is giving you rest and is 
going down of the sun, shall be your territory. giving you this land.' 14Your wives, your little 
5No man shall be able to stand before you all ones, and your livestock shall remain in the . . 
the days oi your life; as I was with Moses, so I land which Moses gave you on this side of the . . 
will be with you. I u4ll not leave you nor for- Jordan. But you shall pass before your breth- 
sake you. "e strong and ren armed, all your . ~~~~~ . , ~~~ . . , 

.~~ 
of good courage, lor to ,- ~. .. . ., . mighty men of valor, 
this people you shall di- "Have I not commanded you? and help them, 15until 
vide as ail inheritance Be strong and of good courage: the LOKn has given your 
the land which 1 swore do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, brethren rest, as He 
to their fathers to give for the LORD your God is with gave you, and they also -. ~. . 
them. 'Only be strong you wherever you go." have taken possession - - . 

of the land which the and very courageous, J O S H U A  1 : 9  

that you may observe to LORD your God is giving 
do according to all the them. Then you shal: . , - . -  ~ > .  . 
law which Moses My servant commanded return to the land of your possession and en. - . . 
you; do not turn from it to the right hand or joy it, which Moses the LORD'S servant gave - .- ~ 

to the left, t l~at  you may prosper wherever you on this side of thelordan toward the sun- 
you go. BThis Book of the Law shall not de- rise." 
part from your mouth, but you shall medi- I6So they answered Joshua, saying, "A11 tha: 
rate in it day and night, that you inay you command us we will do, and wherever 
observe to do according to all that is wriuen you send us we will go. "Just as we heedet 
in it. For then you will make your way pros- Moses in all things, so we will heed you. Onl- 
perous, and then you urill have good suc- the LORD your God be with you, as He w2i 
cess. lHave I not commanded you! Be strong witli Moses. Inwhoever rebels against your 
and of good courage; do not be afraid, nor command and does not herd your words, t 
be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with all that you command him, shall be put t i  

you wherever you go.'' death. Only be strong and of good courage.? 

into the Promised Land. To encourage him, God urged him to meditate day and 
night on the Book of the Law (Moses' writings). God promised Joshua that doing 
so would make him prosperous and successful. This is not a promise of earthly 

prosperlty-although certainly following God's rules for living will have a positive effect on 
our lives. But living by the truth of God's Word will make us successful in God's eyes. That 
kind of success is eternal. Topic: Truth 



to anyone. How can You say, 'You will be who has told you the truth which I heard from corivicts 51 
made free'?" God. Abraham did not do this. 4 ' W ~  do the do you nc 

"'Jesus answcrcd them, "Most assuredly, I deeds of your father." hears Go<' 
say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of Then they said to Him, "We werc not born because :-t 
sin. 3sAnd a slave does not abide in the house of fornication; we have one Father-God." 
forever, but a son abides forever. j6Therefore if 42Jesus said to them, "If God were your Fa- BEFORE Ae 
the Son makes you free, you shall be free in- ilier, you would love Me, for I proceeded forth "Then : 
deed. and came from God; nor have 1 come of My- "Do we rc 

self, hut He sent Me. "Why do you not under- tan and t!a 
ABRAHAM'S SEED AND SATAN'S stand My speech? Because you are not able to 4 " ~ s u ~ .  

37"1 know that you are Abraham's descen listen to My word. 44Yo~ are of y o ~ ~ r  fathcr the but I hon3 
dants, hut you seek to kill Me, because My devil, and the desires of your father you want SOAnd I dc 
word has no place in you. "I speak what I to do. He was a murderer irom the beginning, who seeks 
have seen with My Father, and you do what and does not stand in the truth, because there to you, ir 
you have seen witha your father" is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he never see,  

j9They answered and said to Him, '"Abra- speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar '2Then 
ham is our father." and the father of it. 45But because I tell the know thai 

Jesus said to them, '"If you wcre Abraham's truth, you do not believe Me. '"Whicl~ of you dead, an? 
children, you would do the works of Abra- one keeps 
ham. "But now you seek to kill Me, a Man 8:38 aNU-Text reads heardfrom. S3Are You 

who is dea 
do You m? 

honor is ? 

FREE INDEED! Me, of \vh 
isyet you 

(8:31-36) Him. And 
be a liar iil. 

to be free of the sins that make their lives miserable. Jesus tells of a way to have His word. 
that freedom-"know the truth." see My da, 

Jesus is "the truth" (John i4:6). Truth is not an abstract concept; it's a realiw When 57Then : 
Pilate asked, "What is truth!" (John 18:38), the Truth was standing before him. Jesus came yet fifty y 
into the world to "bear witness to the truth" (john i8:37) and He was the Truth incarnate. ham?" 
The truth in Jesus frees us from the consequences of sin, from self-deception, and from "Jesus i 
deception by Satan. The truth in Jesus shows us the way to  eternal life with God. The truth to you, be! 
in Jesus will indeed set us free-free from sin's death penalty and from the corrosive effects When  r 
of sin in our lives. but Jesus 

To Learn More: Turn to the article about truth on pages 1208, 1209. See also the personality so passed 
profile of Ananias on page 1424. 

A M A N  B: 

h Now z 
' who n 

p~~ -- -- ~ p~ ~ 

Final Answer (8:32) Jesus told His followers that if they truly believed in Him blind?" 

as the Savior, they would know truth. Jesus is the source of truth, the perfect ;Jesus a: 
,; standard of what is right. "You shall know the truth,"Jesus said, "and the truth parents si: 

shall make you free." When people discover the truth found in God's Word, they should be 

are set free from sin. The world shouts its lies, and some are tempted to  believe them. works of H 
Believers, however, can look to God's Word and discern what is true and what is not. When night is c: 

we know Jesus and read His Word, we know the truth. Topic: Truth long as I a 
world." 



JOHN 14:s  1396 p~ - - ~- 

Vhilip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Fa- also; and greater works than these he will do, m :-r~ 
ther, and it is suiiicient lor us." because I go lo My Father. I3And whatever you COEF I 

?Tesus said to him, "Have I been with you so ask in My name, that 1 will do, rhat the Father 
long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? may he glorified in the Son. "If you aska any- IN ~YP,:I 

~ ~ 

He who has seen Me has seen the Father: so thing in My name, I will do it. . ~~ , ., . -. 
how can you say, 'Show us the Father'? l0Do see I!? 
you not believe that I am in the Father, and the JESUS PROMISES ANOTHER HELPER I lix-e. ! 
Father in Me? The words that I speak to you 1 15"Ii you love Me, keepa My command- knon- i 
do not speak on My own authority; but the Fa- ments. '"nd I will pray the Father, and He and 1 
ther who dwells in Me does the works. "Be- will give you another Helper, that He may r n e ~ i ~  
lieve Me that I am in the Father and the Father abide with you iorever-"the Spirit of truth, And ?r 
in Me, or else believe Me ior the sake of the whom the world cannot receive, because it ther. 21 

works themselves. lieither sees Hi111 nor knows Him; but you 10 h.-. 
know Him, for He dwells with you and will be ?:I.. 

.i3 



David, was raised from the dead according to 
my gospel. which I sufier trouble as an 
evildoer, ever1 to the point of chains; but [he 
word of God is not chained. 'Ol'herefore I en- 
dure all riiir~gs fur tile sake of the elect, that 
they also may obtain the salvation which is in 
Christ Jesus with eternal glor)i. 

"Tl~is is a faithful saying: 

For if we died with Him, 
We shall also live with Wrn. 

II we endure. 
We shall also reign with Ilim. 

I f  we deny Him. 
He also will deny us. 

l3 If we are faithless, 
He remains faithfiil: 

APPROVED AND DISAPPROVED WORKERS 

14Remind them ol these things, charging thern 
before the Lord not to stri1.e about words to no 
profit, to the ruin of the hearers. 'jBe diligent to 
present yourself approved ro Cod, a worker who 
does not necd to be ashamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth. ! 6 B ~ t  shun profane and idle 
babhlings, for they will increase to more un- 
godliness. "And their message uwill spread like " " 

cancer. Hymenaeris and Philetus are of this 
sort, '%ho have strayed concerning the truth, 
saylrrg that the resurrectio~i is already past; and 
they overthrow the faith of some. 19Neverthe- 
less the solid foundatioti of God stands, having 
this seal: "The Lord knows those who are His," 
and, "Let everyone who names the name of 
Christ" depart from iniquity." 

I ' r  

selr : 
clz:-. 
2 l p > .  

the :: 
fied z 
ever: 
bur : 
with r 
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bur - 
h u ~  

He cannot deny Himself. 2:19 aNU-Text and M-Text read the Lord. E2 

1 2 2 )  
God worked through the many teachers in the early church, protecting His 

LA  - 
message so that it did not get changed or  garbled as it was passed from person 

to person, from one generation to the next. The early believers had no written New 
Testament, but they depended on the spoken gospel message as it was taught to them by 
others. The process is called mentoring, or discipling, and through it God's message is taught 
to people who in turn will teach others. 

Although Paul was nearing the end of his earthly life, his ministry would continue 
because he had mentored Timothy. Eventually Timothy would die too, so he would need to 
commit the message "to faithful men who will be able to teach others also." In that way, the 
message would move across the world and across the centuries. We are believers today 
because fa~thful people have been teaching others for hundreds of years. We must mentor 
others so the message continues. God has given us that responsibility. 
- ~ - -~ ~- - 

To Learn More: Turn to the article about mentoring on pages 430.43 I .  See also the personal- 
ity profile of Elijah and Elisha on page 465. 

%V!J i z  ~~ x ~ ~ ~ - =  ~ s: ~ ~ ~ -y~-r = 1 
Truth Teaching (2:15j Paul warned Timothy that false teachers would attempt 

-~%&,, ,A to distort the gospel message. The best weapon against false teaching is the truth I 
of truth" know God's Word, understand its meaning, and teach it correctly. The truth of 
God's Word has not changed from Timothy's day to today. We ought t o  diligently study the 
Bible so that we can know and share its truths with others correctly. Topic: Truth 



1685 2 J O H N  7 - - - 

GREETING THE ELECT LADY commandment from the Father iAnd now I 
The Elder, plead w i t h  you, lady, not as though I wrote a 

new commandment to you, but  that which we 
'To the elect lady and hrr children, whom I have had from the beginning: that we love one 

love i n  truth, and not only I, but also all those another. "his is love, that we walk according 

I 
mho have known the truth, 2hecause of the to His commandments. This is the command- 
truth which ahides in us and w i l l  be  wi th us ment, that as you have heard from the begin- 
forever: ning, you should walk in it. 

c ? 2  is 'Grace, mercy, and peace w i l l  be w i th  youn BEWARE OF ANTICHRIST DECEIVERS 
*-5 that from God the Father and from the Lord Jesus 'For many deceivers have gone out into the 
c: ~ t e d  as Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love. world who do not confess Jesus Christ as 
i r  sidorse- cornirlg in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an 

WALK IN CHRIST'S COMMANDMENTS 
4l rejoiced greatly that I have found some of : Teasure 

. your children walking ill truth, as we received 3 aNUlext and M-Text read uz~ t 
: = m y  
ET and 
':lt in 
t 3 claims 

- 
~ -~ -~ ~ ~~~ ---- 

~~~ ~ ~ 
~~ - 
p~~ 

One  Truth (1-4) One truth exlsts, and that truth is found in Jesus Christ, who is 
rd the "the way, the truth, and the life" (john 14:6).John wrote this letter to help 
:oes a 

I _>e who 

i..-;ring 
1:-e by 
2 "face t o  

E qighest 

?ct the 
z- ings 

bv3:i believers remain in the truth and not stray in& false teachings. In order t o  resist 
false notions and ideas, believers must remain grounded in God's Word. When 

we know the Bible. we learn the truth and will see when any teaching contradicts it. We 
must continue "walking in truth," for then we will be able t o  see what is false and steer clear 
of it. Topic: Truth 

p~ 

p- 

~~~ ~~ 

~ 

~~ -- - I 
Love Revealed (61 Lovine God means obevine Him. When we love God. we I , , " , "  
desire to "walk according t o  His commandments.'' meaning that we want t o  obey 
Him. That obedience reveals our love for Him. Love for God doesn't focus 

God's commandments are found in His Word. We obey not because we are trying t o  be 
good enough t o  be saved or t o  have a certain amount of good deeds t o  outweigh bad deeds. 
We obey because we love God and desire t o  please Him. Topic: Obedience 

L-J 
therefom, are lies. Believers can discern false teaching by discovering what the 

teacher believes about iesus Christ. Some will teach that lesus did not actuallv come in the 

Topic: Cults 

merely on feelings, although those certainly are involved; it's about what we do. I 

True or False? (7) Jesus had warned that false teachers would arise and lead 
many people astray (Matt. 7: 15: 24:l I. 24). False teachers will teach any number 
of doctrines that might sound good but are contradictory t o  God's Word and, I 

~ ~ 

flesh; others will teach that Jesus was merely flesh and not God. If anyone contradicts the 
Bible's definition of Christ being both human and divine, then that person is a false teacher. I 




