Salvation

JAMES CLINTON
(lohn 3:16)

o be saved” means deliverance from impending destruc-

- tion. In the Bible, the word “salvation” ultimately refers to

.. deliverance from sin and its final consequences—-death and

eternity in hell. The most important decision we will ever make in this life is
what we will do with God’s offer of salvation.

The heart of the gospel (“gaod news™)
is expressed in John 3:16; “For God so
loved the world that He gave His only be-
gotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have everlasting life.”
God’s love is expressed in this willingness
to send His Son, Jesus Christ, to die in our
place and atone for our sins. His sacrificial
death for our sins is the only basis of our
acceptance by God. The apostle Peter said,
“Nor is there salvation in any other, for
there is no other name under heaven given
among men by which we must be saved”
{Acts 4:12).

SALVATION METDED

Everyone needs to be saved. Romans 3:23
says that “all have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God.” Because of sinful nature
and sinful actions, all have come short of
the standard of spiritual perfection. All
need God’s grace and forgiveness to par-
don sins and provide the gift of eternal life.

The Bible describes humanity’s spiri-
tual condition as “unclean” (Is. 64:6),
“lost” (Luke 19:10), “condemned” (John
3:18), and “blind” (John 12:40). Spiritual-
ly, there is nothing to commend the lost to
God. They are helpless to save themselves.
The lost have no personal relationship with
God. They are needy, and only He can meet
the need. God alone can forgive sins, save
souls, and bless lives. The lost can only
ask, like the Philippian jailer, “What must
I do to be saved?” (Acts 16:30).

SALVATION PROVIDED

God loves us so much that He sent His Son
to be our Savior. “God demonstrates His
own love toward us, in that while we were
still sinners, Christ died for us” {Rom. 5:8).
Jesus died for us that we might live with
God forever. He took the punishment for
our gins so that we might be saved. Sec-
ond Corinthians 5:21 states that God “made
Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that
we might become the righteousness of God
in Him.”

The apostle John expressed this gift of
salvation when he wrote, “In this is love,
not that we loved God, but that He loved
us and sent His Son to be the propitiation
for our sins” (1 John 4:10}. Jesus demon-
strated God’s love for us when He died for
our sins on the Cross. The apostle Peter
said, “For Christ also suffered once for sins,
the just for the unjust, that He might bring
us to God” {1 Pet. 3:18).

The atoning death of Jesus Christ for
our sins is the heart of the gospel. Paul said,
“1 declare to you the gospel . . . that Christ
died for our sins according the Scriptures,
and that He was buried, and that He rose
again the third day according to the Scrip-
tures” {1 Cor. 15:1, 3, 4). The death of
Christ secured our salvation; His resurrec-
tion guarantees our eternal life.

SALYATION RECEIVED

The Hebrew term for “salvation” in the Old
Testament is yeshu'ah, describing deliver-
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To Learn More: Turn to the key passage note on salvation
personality profile note of Nathanael on page |367.

ance from distress as well as the state of
well-being that results from being deliv-
ered. The New Testament uses the Greek
word soteria, a term that includes not just
deliverance, but God’s forgiveness of sins.
The apostle Paul said, “I am not ashamed
of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power
of God to salvation for everyone who be-
lieves” (Rom. 1:16}. The Bible explains that
salvation is based upon God’s grace and
accomplished by Christ’s sacrificial death
for sin: “For by grace you have been saved
through faith, and that not of yourselves;
it is the gift of God” (Eph. 2:8). Salvation
includes justification {the act of being de-
clared just or righteous by God) and re-
demption (being freed by the payment of
Christ’s blood for sin).

Salvation is a gift of God’s grace. We
don’t deserve it and we can’t earn it. Tt
must be received as a gift. John 1:12 says,
“But as many as received Him, to them He
gave the right to become children of God,
to those who betieve in His name.” As in-
credible as it sounds, salvation is the gift
of God. It can only be received by faith.
When we believe that Jesus died for our sin
and in our place, we can only respond with
love and gratitude. As the hymn writer
said, “Jesus paid it all; all to Him 1 owe.”

The invitation of Scripture is clear.
Romans 10:13 says, “Whoever calls on the
name of the LORD shall be saved.” If you
have never asked Jesus Christ to be your
Savior, you can ask Him right now. In fact,
you could pray something like this:

Dear God, thank You for loving me so
much that You sent Your Son to die for
my sins. I admit that I need Your love
and forgiveness. I believe that Jesus
paid for my sins on the Cross, and |
receive Him by faith as my personal
Savior. I accept the free gift of salva-
tion as my very owrn.

Pray this from your heart. God will
hear your prayer, forgive your sins, and give
you the gift of eternal salvation. Now seek
out a Bible-believing church and live for
Christ for the rest of your life!

FURTHER MEDITATION:

Other passages to study about the issue of
salvation inchude:

> Psalms 3:8; 119:155

> Zechariah 9:9, 10

> John 7:37, 38

> Romans 1:16; 10:10

> 2 Corinthians 5:17

> Philippians 1:6; 2:12, 13
> 2 Timothy 3:15

> Hebrews 2:3; 4:16

“afjohn 3:160n p;g; 1374. See also the
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Him should not perish but® have eternal life.
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“"For Ged so joved the world that
He gave His only begotten Son, that

cause there was much water there. And they
came and were baptized. 2*For John had not
“yet been thrown into prisomn.

*5Then there arose a dispute between some
of John’s disciples and
the Jews about purifica-
tion. *And they came
to John and said to him,

m"_ whoever believes in Him should not “Rabbi, He who was
: 10 believes in perish but have everfasting life.” with you beyond the
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Yoady, Because he has not believed in the name
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are coming to Him!”

ST e only begotten Son of God. And this is
thewortd, and men loved darkness rather than
[ight, because thelr deets—were evil. 2°For

éveryone practicing evil hates the light and

J O
oes not come to the light, lest his deeds

should be exposed. ¥'But he who does the truth
comes to the light, that his deeds may be clear-

ly seen, that they hiave been done in God.”
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JOHN THE BAPTIST EXALTS CHRIST

Z2After these things Jesus and His disciples
came intc the land of Judea, and there He re-
mained with them and baptized. *Now John
also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, be-

John answered and said, “A man can re-
ceive nothing unless it has been given to him
from heaven. ¥You vourselves bear me wit-
ness, that I said, ‘T am not the Christ, but, ‘I
have been sent before Him. *?He who has the
bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the
bridegroom, who stands and hears him, re-
joices greatly because of the bridegroom’s
voice. Therefore this joy of mine is fulfilled.
IHe must increase, but [ must decrease. *He
who comes from above is above all; he whe is
of the earth is earthly and speaks of the earth.
He who comes from heaven is above all. 32And

3:15 2NU-Text omits not perish but.

Salvation

GOD'S GREAT LOVE

(3:16)
God created and loves us, but sin separates us from Him. For us to be saved, sin
had to be removed, its penalty had to be paid. God, in His great love, sent His

only Son to die on the Cross in our place (Rom. 5:8). Because of |esus’ death and resurrec-

tion, God offers salvation to all,

> Salvation comes through confessing and believing (Rom. 10:9).
> Salvation is a brand new start, a new birth (John 3:16; Titus 3:5).
> Salvation is a gift, not a reward (Eph. 2:8, 9),

> Salvation makes people new creations (2 Cor. 5:17; Gal, 6:15).

> Salvation gives eternal life (Rom. 6:23).

To be saved means to trust in Christ alone for salvation. This happens when a person
confesses to being a sinner, repents of it, and asks Christ to save them and take control of
their life. Doing this isn’t difficult, but it is by far the most important decision a person can

ever make.

Fo Learn More: Turn to the article about salvation on pages 1372, 1373. See also the personal-

ity profile of Nathanael on page 1367.
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L1 Text read

they followed Jesus. *3Then Jesus turned, and
seeing them following, said to them, “What
do you seek?”

They said to Him, “Rabbi” (which is to sav,
when translated, Teacher), “where are You
staying?”

He said to them, “Come and see.” They
came and saw where He was staying, and re-
mained with Him that day (now it was about
the tenth hour).

490ne of the two who hezrd John speak, and
followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s
brother. 'He first found his own brother Si-
mon, and said to him, “We have found the
Messiah” (which is translated, the Christ).
*2And he breught him to Jesus.

Now when Jesus looked at him, He said,
“You are Simon the son of Jonah.? You shall be
called Cephas™ (which is translated, A Stone).

PHiLi® AND NATHANAEL

4*The following day Jesus wanted to go to
Galilee, and He found Philip and said to him,
“Follow Me.” *Now Philip was from Bethsai-

1347

| NATHANAEL: FROM SKEPTIC TO DISCIPLE
- (JOHN 1:48)
Yatm Nathanael was honest and straightforward. He also was not easily impressed.

JOHN 1:50

da, the city of Andrew and Peter. #Philip
found Nathanael and said to him, “We have
found Him of whom Moses in the law, and
also the prophets, wrote—Jesus of Nazareth,
the son of Joseph.”

“And Nathanael said to him, “Can anything
good come out of Nazareth?”

Philip said to him, “Come and see.”

47Jesus saw Nathanzel coming toward Him,
and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed,
in whom is no deceit!”

“Nathanael said to Him, “How do You
know me?”

Jesus answered and said to him, “Before
Philip called you, when you were under the fig
tree, | saw you.”

¥Nathanael answered and said to Him,
“Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the
King of Israel!”

DJesus answered and said to him, “Because
[ said to you, ‘T saw you under the fig tree, do
vou believe? You will see greater things than

1:42 3NU-Text reads John.

Sal
f """ When his friend Philip came to tell him that he and others had found the Messiah,
a man named lesus who came from Nazareth. Nathanae! merely replied, “Can anything good
come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46). Obviously that low-cfass town couldn’t produce
anything special, certainly not the lews’ Messiah—or so Nathanael thought.

To his credit, however, when invited by Philip to "come and see” this man, Nathanael
went. He was skeptical, but curious. Jesus’ first words to MNathanae! reveal His insight into
people’s character: “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no deceit!” (John [:47}. jesus
perceived Nathanael’s straightforward honesty. He also had seen Nathanael's whereabouts
when Philip found him. While on earth, Jesus used His miraculous powers for His kingdom’s
sake, and here He gained a disciple when Nathanael perceived that power in jesus. Immedi-
ately, Nathanael realized that esus was indeed the Son of God, the King of [srael.

Nathanael had successfully moved from skeptic to disciple. |esus gave him exactly the
proof he needed to help him understand and believe. Jesus is always working in people’s
hearts, bringing them to exactly the right point—through inner turmeil, or serious question-
ing, or outward circumstances—to help them put it all together and see Jesus. When they
accept Him, Jesus gives them salvation and eternal [ife.

Salvation is only a prayer away. Christ does not make it difficult to be saved, because He
wants people to come to Him. Don't look for proof—Ilook for Jesus.

Pl _______________________________________________________________ ___________ [ %

To Learn More: Turn to the article about salvation on pages 1372, 1373. See also the key
passage note at John 3:16 on page 1374,




JONAR 100
JONAH THROWN INTO THE SEA

'Then the men were exceedingly afraid,
and said io him, “Why have you done this?”
For the men knew that he fled from the pres-
ence of the LORD, because he had told them.
'Then they said to him, “What shall we do to
vou that the sea may be calm for us?”—for the
$e€a was growing more tempestuous.

2And he said to them, “Pick me up and
throw me into the sea; then the sea will be-
come calm for you. For [ know that this great
tempest is because of me.”

BNevertheless the men rowed hard Lo re-
turn to land, but they could not, for the sea
continued to grow more tempestuous against
them. “Therefore they cried out to the LorD
and said, “We pray, O LorD, please do not let
us perish for this man’s life, and do not charge
us with innocent blood; for You, O LORD, have
done as it pleased You.” 3So they picked up
Jonah and threw him into the sea, and the sea
ceased from its raging. *Then the men feared
the Lorn cxceedingly, and offered a sacrifice
to the LorD and took vows.

JONAH’S PRAYER AND DELIVERANCE

?Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to
swallow Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of
the fish three days and three nights,
9 Then Jonah prayed 10 the LORD his God

y

4 from the fish’s belly. 2And he said:

“| cried out to the LoRD because of my
affliction,
And He answered me,

“Out of the belly of Sheol I ¢ricd,
And You heard my voice,
For You cast me into the deep,
Inte the heart of the seas,
And the floods surrounded me;

3

1144

All Your billows and Your waves passed
over me.

Then I said, ‘I have been cast out of
Your sight;

Yet I will look again toward Your holy
temple.

The waters surrounded me, even to my
soul;

The deep closed around me;

Weeds were wrapped around my head.

I went down to the moorings of the
mountains;

The earth with its bars closed behind me
forever;

Yet You have brought up my life from
the pit,

O Lorp, my God,

w

~3

“When my soul fainted within me,
I remembered the LORD:
And my prayver went up to You,
Into Your holy temple.

“Those whao regard worthless idols
Forsake their own Mercy.
But I will sacrifice {0 You
With the voice of thanksgiving;
I will pay what | have vowed.
Salvation is of the Lorp.”

050 the Lorp spoke to the fish, and it vom-
ited Jonah onto drv land.

JONAH PREACHES AT NINEVEH

Now the word of the LoRD came to Jonah
W' the second lime, saying, 2"Arise, go 10
Nineveh, that great city, and preach to it the
message that I tell you.” *$o Jonah arose and
went to Nineveh, according to the word of the
LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great

. NO-

X\

T/Lj;_ Undeserving (2:/-7) Jonah didn’t deserve God's forgiveness. Ged had said,
g “Go,” and Jonah had run away (1.2, 3). His conscience hadn’t even seerned to
| bother him, for during his flight from God he slept soundly (1:5). During the

~ storm, the pagan sallors had to remind Jonah to pray {1:6). jonah had persistently
disobeyed God. Not until Jonah sank to the gloomy depths and faced certain death did he
cry out to God. Mercifully and miraculously, God answered. The story of Jonah teaches that
God saves the undeserving—whether a pagan nation or a wayward individual,

Topic: Salvation-
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ACTS 4:3

disturbed that they taught the people and
preached in Jesus the resurrection from the
dead. *And they laid hands on them, and
put them in custody until the next day, for it
was already evening. ‘However, many of
those who heard the word believed; and the
number of the men came to be about five
thousand.

ADDRESSING THE SANHEDRIN

5And it came to pass, on the next day, that
their rulers, elders, and scribes, fas well as
Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Al-
exander, and as many as were of the family of
the high priest, were gathered together at Je-
rusalem. 7And when they had set them in the
midst, they asked, “By what power or by what
name have you done this?”

#Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said
to them, “Rulers of the people and elders of Is-
rael: ®if we this day are judged for a good deed
domne to a helpless man, by what means he
has been made well, Wlet it be known to you
all, and to all the people of Istael, that by the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you
crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by
Him this man stands here before you whale.
OThis is the ‘stone which was rejected by you
builders, which has becoine the chief corner-

1422

stone.”® 2Nor is there salvation in any ather,

for there i3 no other name under heaven given

among men by which we must be saved.

THE NAME OF JESUS FORBIDDEN

I3Now when they saw the boldness of Peter
and John, and perceived that they were un-
educated and untrained men, they marveled.
And they realized that they had been with
Jesus. "And seeing the man who had been
healed standing with them, they could say
nothing against it. '*But when they had com-
manded them to go aside out of the council,
they conferred among themselves, '¥saying,
“What shall we do to these men? For, indeed,
that a notable miracle has been done through
them is evident to all who dwell in Jerusalem,
and we cannol deny i. 'But so that it spreads
no further among the people, let us severely
threaten them, that from now on they speak to
no man in this name.”

1850 they called them and commanded them
not to speak at all nor teach in the name of
Jesus. "But Peter and John answered and said
to them, “Whether it is right in the sight of
God to listen to you more than to God, you
judge. *"For we cannot but speak the things

4:11 #Psalm 118:22

His Name Is Life (4:/2) Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world—His is the only
@ name on which people can call for salvation. Many people have difficulty believing
| that Jesus is the only way (see also lohn [4:6). But to doubt that is to doubt God's

Word—for Scripture tells us, by way of the apostle Peter’s sermon, that “there is
no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” No other
religious teacher, no matter how wise or good, could die for our sins and then rise from the
dead to save all who befieve in Him. Topic: Salvation

Praise Priority (4:23-31) Peter and John had been told by the religious leaders
to stop teaching about Jesus. The apostles reported back to the believers, and .
_ then they all gathered to pray and to praise God for His great works. They didn’t

ask for the threat to be removed, but that they would be bold in spite of it.
Caught up in life’s daily problems, we often forget to begin our prayer time with praise and
thanicsgiving. We rnay ask God to remove our problem, but we should also ask for wisdom,
guidance, and boldness to deal with it. God will provide the strength we need.

Topic: Prayer
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ACTS 16:23

tore off their clothes and commanded them to
be beaten with rods, 2And when they had laid
many stripes on them, they threw them into
prison, commanding the jailer to keep them
securely. #*Having received such a charge, he
put them into the inner prison and fastened
their feet in the stocks.

THE PHILiPPIAN JAILER SAVED

25But at midnight Paul and Silas were pray-
ing and singing hymns to Ged, and the prison-
ers were listening to them. 2*Suddenly there
was a great earthguake, so that the founda-
tions of the prison were shaken; and imme-
diately all the doors were opened and
averyone’s chains were loosed. ¥ And the
keeper of the prison, awaking from sleep and
seeing the prison doors cpen, supposing the
prisoners had fied, drew his sword and was
about to kill himself. 2*But Paul called with a
loud voice, saving, “Do yourself no harm, for
we are ali here.”

2Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell
down trembling before Paul and Silas. 3°And
he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what
must I do to be saved?”

350 they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and you will be saved, you and your
household.” 32Then they spoke the word of
the Lord to him and to all who were in his
house. ¥And he took them the same hour of
the night and washed their stripes. And imme-
diately he and ail his family were baptized.
¥Now when he had brought them inw his
house, he set food before them; and he re-
joiced, having believed in God with all his
household.

PalL REFUSES TO DEPART SECRETLY

35And when it was day, the magistrates sent
the officers, saying, “Let those men go.”

3630 the keeper of the prison reported these
words to Paul, saying, “The magistrates have
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sent to let you go. Now therefore depart, and
go in peace.”

37But Paul said to them, “They have beaten
us openly, uncondemned Romans, and have
thrown us into prison. And now do they put
us out secretly? No indeed! Let them come
themselves and get us out.”

3¥And the officers told these words to the
magistrates. and thev were afraid when thev
heard that they were Romans. **Then they
came and pleaded with them and brought
therm out, and asked themn to depart {rom the
city. *%Sa they went out of the prison and en-
tered the house of Lydia; and when they had
seen the brethren, they encouraged them and
departed.

PREACHING CHRIST AT THESSALONICA

3 =X Now when they had passed through

I £ Amphipolis and Apolleaia, they came
0 Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue
of the Jews. Then Paul, as his custom was,
went in to them, and for three Sabbaths rea-
soned with them from the Scriptures, *ex-
plaining and demonstrating that the Christ
had to suffer and rise again from the dead,
and saying, “This Jesus whom ] preach to you
is the Christ.” *And some of them were per-
suaded; and a great multitude of the devout
Greeks, and not a few of the leading women,
joined Paul and Silas.

ASSAULT ON JASON'S HOUSE

SBut the Jews who were not persuaded, be-
coming envious,? took some of the evil men
from the marketplace, and gathering a mob,
set all the city in an uproar and attacked the
house of Jason, and sought to bring them out
1o the people. ®But when they did net find
them, they dragged Jason and some brethren

17:5 3NU-Text omits who were not persuaded;
M-Text omits becoming envious.

What You Can Do (/6:30-34) When the jailer saw the prison walls crumbled
- around him, he fell trembling before Paul and Silas, and asked, “Vhat must | da to

)] be saved?” That’s the question! Se often pecple ask, “What must | do to be
" happy?” or “What must | do to be successful?” But only one question makes a
difference for eternity. As Paul told the jailer, there’s only one answer to the question “What
must | do to be saved?” and that’s “Believe on the Lord fesus Christ.” Topic: Salvation
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ROMANS 1:1

GREETING

Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called

to be an apostle, separated to the gospel of
God 2which He promised before through His
prophets in the Holy Scriptures, *concerning
His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born
of the seed of David according to the flesh,
tand declared to be the Son of God with
power according to the Spirit of holiness,
by the resurrection from
the dead. *Through Him
we have received grace
and apostleship for obe-
dience to the faith among
all nations for His name,
Samong whom you also
are the called of Jesus

1464

Ferin it the righteousness of God is
revealed from faith to faith; as it is
written, “Tha just shall live by faith,”

ROMANS

have some fruit among vyou alsc, just =
among the other Gentiles. '*I am a debior bo—
to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise anc
to unwise. °So, as much as is in me, [ o=
ready to preach the gospel to you who are =
Rome also.

THE Just LIVE BY FaITH

'SFor 1 am_not ashamed of the gospel -
ChAST for it is the power ol God o salvar®s
R e for_evervone whe =

7For in it the righteov -
ness of God is reveale:
from faith to faith; as =

L ds 7

is  writte “The ju=
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Christ;

"To all who are in Rome, beloved of Ged,
called to be saints:

Grace 10 you and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ.

DESIRE TO VISIT Rome

SFirst, I thank my God through Jesus Christ
for you all, that vour fajth is spoken of
throughout the whole world. “For God is my
wiiness, whom I serve with my spirit in the
gospel of His Son, that without ceasing I make
mention of you always in my prayers, "mak-
ing reguest if, by some means, now at last [
may find a way in the will of God to come to
you. "For I long 1o see you, that I may impart
to you some spiritual gift, so that you may be
established—'2that is, that I may be encour-
aged together with you by the mutual faith
both of you and me.

BNew I do not want you to be unaware,
brethren, that 1 often planned to come to you
(but was hindered uniil now), that I might

shall liv, jith @

GoD's WRATH ON UNRIGHTEQUSNESS

BFor the wrath of God is revealed fro—
heaven against all ungedliness and unrigh-
teousness of men, who suppress the truth o
unrighteousness, !’because what may be
known of God is manifest in them, for Ge:
has shown it to them. 2°For since the creatio=
seen, being understood by the things that a:=
madsg, even His eternal power and Godhead
50 that they are without excuse, ?'because, z-
though they kuew God, they did not glor-

im as God, nor were thankful, but becams
fuiile_in their thoughts, and their foolis-
hearts were darkened. ““Professing 1o be wiss.
fhey Gecame fools, 2and changed the glory o
the incorruptible God into an image made liks
corruptible man—and birds and four-foote?
animals and creeping things.

#Therefore God also gave them up to ur-

1:16 NU-Text omits of Christ.  1:17 #Habakkuk
2:4

| and he longed to visit the church there (see 1:10-13; 15:22-29). In this letter,

| written to believers Paul had never met, he says he is not asharmed of the gospel
message. It is “the power of God to salvation for everycne who believes.” All

who believe and accept the message of Christ dying on the Cross for their sins will be saved.

So we too should be bold about sharing that message. Like Paul, we praise Ged for providing

a way for people to be saved. Topic: Salvation

lieves, for the Jew fr= i
r—— : i
and also for the Gree-. y

Homo

sexualit

shame!

will fos

with =

jam——c



Ve

i3
C.r
f.na
=5 well

=urn to
B

#ESUS.

Gob's SUPREME REVELATION

God, who at various times and in various

ways spoke in time past to the fathers by
the prophets, has in these last days spoken to
us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of
all things, through whom also Ile made the
worlds; 3who being the brightness of His
glory and the cxpress image of His person,
and upholding all things by the word of His
power, when He had by Himself® purged
our? sins, sat down at the right hand of the
Majesty on high, *having become so much
better than the angels, as He has by inheri-
tance obtained a more excellent name than
they.

THE 50N EXALTED ABOVE ANGELS
SFor to which of the angels did He ever say:

“You are My Son,
Today I have begotten You"?t

And again:

“I will be to Him a Father,
And He shall be to Me a Son™?

when He again brings the firstborn into
the world, He says:

“Let all the angels of God worship Him.”*
7And of the angels He says:

“Who makes His angels spirits
And His ministers a flame of fire.™

8But to the Son He says:
“Your throne, O God, is forever and ever;

A scepter of rightecusness is the scepter
of Your kingdom

HEBREWS 2:2

You have loved righteousness and hated
lawlessness;

Therefore God, Your God, has anointed
You

With the oil of gladness more than Your
companions.”®

WAnd:

“You, LORD, in the beginning laid the
foundation of the earth,
And the heavens are the work of Your
hands.
% They will perish, but You remain;
And they will all grow old Iike a
garment;
12 Like a cloak You will fold them up,
And they will be changed.
But You are the same,
And Your years will not fail.”*

1¥But to which of the angels has He ever
said:

“Sit at My right hand,
Till [ make Your enemies Your
footstool”?

1Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth
to minister for those who will inherit salva-
tion?

Do NOT NEGLECT SALVATION
#7) Therefore we must give the more earnest
4= heed to the things we have heard, lest we

drift away. 2For if the word spoken through

1:3 2NU-Text omits by Himself. BNU-Text omits
our. 1:5 ?Psalm 2:7 52 Samuel 7:14

1:6 @Deuteronomy 32:43 (Septuagint, Dead Sea
scrolls); Psalm 97:7  1:7 #Psalm 104:4

119 9psalm 45%:6, 7 1:12 ?Psalm 102:25-27
1:13 2Psalm 110:1

SOUL NOTE

Neglect or Accept? (2:3) The author of Hebrews was issuing a wake-up call to
his readers not to “neglect so great a salvation.” To “neglect” here means hearing
" about the offer of salvation in Christ and then setting it aside without accepting it.

The danger of neglect is that the offer will be forgotten in the midst of life’s
busyness. If people neglect the offer, they will have “no escape” on the day of judgment.
People must accept this great offer of salvation in Christ. There will be no better offer

anytime or anywhere. Tomorrow may be too late.

Topic: Salvation




