RON BLUE

E

(2 Kings 5:20-27}

\ 1 ccording to a financial analyst for a major television net-
|| work, financial and emotional security are inextricably
linked. From a secular perspective, financial security is of-

ten synonym ous with affluence and success. The world thinks that the per-
son who has enough money will feel safe and satisfied.

From a Christian perspective, financial
and emotional security run much deeper.
Paul advised Timothy to pursue godliness
along with contentment, pointing out that
“the love of money is a root of all kinds of
evil” (1 Tim. 6:10). Paul recognized what
countless others have discovered: Either we
will master our money, or it will master us.
Furthermore, it is the financial freedom that
comes with mastering our money—rather
than the actual amount of money that we
have—that serves as the link between fi-
nancial security and emotional well-being.

WHAT TO KNOW ABOUT
MASTERING YOUR MONEY

Mastering our money begins with discov-
ering what the Bible says about financial
management. Jesus Christ talked about
money—and how to handle it—~more than
any other single issue. Why? Because
“where your treasure is, there your heart
will be also” (Matt. 6:21).

Our treasure is what is most important
to us, where the heart is. God knows that
our hearts cannot be devoted both to Him
and to wealth or material pursuits. “You
cannot serve God and mammon [money]”
(Matt. 6:24). Jesus didn’t say it would be
difficult to serve both; He said it would be
impossible. We cannot; therefore, we must
choose.

When it comes to choosing our trea-
sure, we really have only two options.
Either we can store up treasures on earth,
or we can store up treasure in heaven

(Matt. 6:19, 20). Jesus recommends the
latter—and if we want to follow His advice.
we must start by acknowledging God's
ownership of everything that we have,

The bottori1 line is this: God owns it al’.
What does that mean in practical terms?
First, it means that God has the right to taks
or use whatever He wants whenever Hz
wants. We are simply managers of the re-
sources He entrusts to us,

Second, if we acknowledge God’s pe-
sition as the ultimmate owner, then every
spending decision we make becomes :
spiritual decision. Instead of asking wheth-
er or not we can afford to buy something.
our aquestions should revolve around
whether or not God would want us to use
His resources in that way,

Finally, the proof, as they say, is in the
pudding. If we really believe that God owns
it all, our convictions will show up in our
checkbook. What does our checkbook sav
about our goals and priorities? What does
it say about who is in charge?

Have we mastered our money—or is i:
mastering us?

WHAT TO DO TO MASTER
YOUR MONEY

Four biblically based principles for master-
ing our money have stood the tests of time
and experience: .

1. Spend less than you earnt. No matter
how much money people have, there will
always be unlimited ways to spend it.
Spending less than we earn is the number
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one key to achieving financial freedom and
security—regardless of what happens in
the overall economy.

2. Avoid the use of debt. The average
American family devotes 25 percent of its
spendable income—the amount left after
taxes—to paying off outstanding debts! Not
only does going into debt presume upon
the future, but it precommits our resources,
limits our financial flexibility, and dictates
what we can (and cannot) afford to do
down the road.

3. Maintain liguidity. We must build li-
quidity—that is, cash or assets that can be
readily converted to cash—before we em-
bark on more sophisticated investment
strategies. By keeping at least three- to six-
months worth of living expenses in a bank
account or money market fund, we can ride
out minor emergencies and unexpected
expenses that might otherwise derail our
budget and cause us to take on unwanted
debt.

4. Set long-term goals. Any financial advi-
sor will say that setting goals is the corner-
stone of sound financial planning. Goals
provide direction in life—and the longer-
term our perspective is, the better our cur-
rent financial decisions will be.

GENEROSITY: THE KEY TO
CONTENTMENT

These four principles—spend less than we
-earn, avoid debt, maintain liquidity, and set
goals—provide a framework for gaining
control of our finances. But finding true
peace, contentment, and security goes be-
yond wise investing, careful budgeting,
and debt-free living. These are all valuable,
but the real secret to financial freedom and
emotional health comes when we learn to
hold our resources with an open hand. In
order to experience genuine joy, we must
be willing to give.

The Bible commands believers to be
generous. Why is God so interested in our

generosity? It's not because He needs the
money. Rather, God asks us to give because
of what giving does for us: It breaks the
power of money. The world’s perspective—
that accumulation equals success-—creates
a bondage {0 money. Under this philoso-
phy, any thought of giving money away
comes as a threat to our security. Con-
sumed by the need to stockpile funds, we
become slaves to our finances.

When we give, on the other hand, we
acknowledge our dependence on God and
our willingness to love and serve Him. We
stand on the promise of Matthew 6:8, that
our heavenly Father knows what we need
before we ask Him. Money no longer has
a hold on us—and we become free to give
God that which He wants most of all: our
hearts, Where our treasure is, our hearts
will be also.

FURTHER MEDITATION:

Other passages to study about the issue of
money include:

> Proverbs 3:9, 10; 11:24-26; 17:18, 23;
19:17; 21:13, 20; 22:7, 9, 26, 27

> Haggai 1:3-11

> Matthew 19:16-30

> Luke 6:38; 12:16-21; 14:16-24; 16:1-9;
21:1-4

To Learn ore Tur'n to the key passage note on money at I Tlmothy 6 6-I O on page I599 See also
the personality profile of the rich young ruler on page 1295.
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1599 1 TIMOTHY 6:13

putes and argurnents over words, from which from the faith in their greediness, and pierced
come envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions, themselves through with many serrows.
Suseless wranglings® of men of corrupt minds

and destitute of the truth, who suppose that THE GOOD CONFESSION

godliness is a means of gain. From such with- But you, O man of God, flee these things
draw yourself.? and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith,
®Now godliness with love, patience, gentle-

contentment is great o ness. ?Fight the good
gain. "For we brought Now godliness with contentment fight of faith, lay hold
nothing into this world, is great gain. on eternal life, to which
and it is certain® we can 1 TIMDTHY &:6 you were also called and
carry nothing out, ®And have confessed the good
having food and cloth- confession in the pres-

ing, with these we shall be content. *But those ence of many witnesses. *I urge you in the
who desire to be rich fall into temptation and sight of God who gives life to all things. and
a snare, and into many foolish and harmful B
lusts which drown men in destruction and_ 6:5 INU-Text and M-Text read constant friction.
perdition. For the love of money is a 100t of 5Ny Text omits this sentence.  6:7 #NU-Text omits
all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed znd st s certain.

ROOTED OUT

N (6:6-10)
Money J The Bible doesn't say that money is the root of all evil. Everybody needs money;
~ no one can live without it. Money buys food and pays the bills. Financial
donations help ministries support missionaries all over the world. Church offerings help pay
the pastor. Money can do goed things for God’s kingdom.

The root of all evil is the Jove of money. People who fove money simply “desire to be
rich” more than anything else. Too often, as the Bible says, this leads them into “temptation
and a snare,” and into “many foolish and harmful Justs.” Those who love money never have
enough, and they do any number of stupid, iltegal, or risky things in order to obtain more.
They are never satisfied.

How do believers stay away from the love of money? “Godliness with contentment” is
the answer. ¥When we are content with what we have, we can give the extra back to Him.

Te Learn More: Turn to the article about money on pages 480, 481. See also the personality
profile of the rich young ruler on page 1295.

Man of God (6:/]) Paul described Timothy as a “"man of God,” certainly a fitting

title for all men who seek to serve the Lord. In contrast to some who have

U “strayed from the faith” (6:10), God's men are to flee from the love of money,
and to “pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, patience, gentleness.” This is

not an exhaustive list of all of the characteristics of a godly man, but it certainly is a good

start. Men who seek to live this way in all areas of their life—work, family, church, friend-

ship—will find true fulfillment and success. Topic: Men’s [ssues




2and if a woman divorces her husband and
marries another, she commits adultery.”

JESuS BLESSES LITTLE CHILDREN

13Then they brought little children to Him,
that He might touch them; but the disciples re-
buked those who brought thern. “But when
Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and
said to them, “Let the little children come to
Me, and do not forbid them;: for of such is the
kingdom of God. SAssuredly, I say to vyou,
whoever does not receive the kingdom of God
as a little child will by no means enter it.”
18And He took them up in His arms, laid His
hands on them, and blessed them.

JEsus COUNSELS THE RICH YOUNG RULER

I’Now as He was going out on the road, one
came running, knelt before Him, and asked

= 1

— MARK 10:21
Him, “Good Teacher, what shall I do that I
may inherit eternal life?”

1850 Jesus said ta him, “Why do you call Me
good? No one fs good but One, that is, God.
YYou know the commandments: ‘Do not
commit adultery,” ‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do not
steal,” ‘Do not bear false witness.” ‘Do not de-
fraud, ‘Honor your father and your moth-
er.” e

WApnd he answered and said to  Him,
“Teacher, all these things I have kept from my
youth.”

ZAThen Jesus, looking at him, loved him,
and said to him, “One thing you lack: Go your
way, sell whatever you have and give to the
poor, and vou will have treasure in heaven;
and come, take up the cross, and follow Me.”

10:19 9Exodus 20:12-16; Dauteronomy 5:16-20

RICH MAN, POOR MAN

(MARK 10:17-25)
How risky it Is to be wealthy! The greater the wealth, the greater the risk to a

~ person’s soul. lesus said, “For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole

world, and loses his own soul?” (Mark 8:36).

The wealthy Jewish ruler came to Jesus to ask what he might do to inherit eternal life.
Jesus began His answer by reminding the man about God’s commandments. The ruler
responded that he had kept all of these from his youth. The Lord then told him to go and sell
everything that he had, give away the proceeds, and follow Hirn. This stopped the ruler in his
tracks. He would not meet Jesus’ requirement because “he had great possessions” (Mark

10:22),

The man wanted to keep the world and add eternal life as another possession. Jesus
‘¢onfronted him with a choice. He couldn’t hold tightly to this world (his riches) and eternal
life at the same time. He would have to let go of this life in order to inherit eternal life.
‘Those who insist on holding on to this life will eventually lose it anyway. To paraphrase a
Christian martyr, how much better to give up what we cannot keep in order to gain what we

cannot lose.

How tragic it Is when, like this wealthy man, we lie to ourselves about our love for God.
“I dor't love money!” we claim. Yet how many of us would sell our estates and give the cash
to charity to prove our alleglance to God? Sadly, not many would pass this ultimate test, We
are eager to take comfort in the fact that Jesus did not make this His universal measurement
of obedience. But lesus wasn’t as concerned about the man’s possessions as He was that the
possessions owned the man. God will not share allegiance with anyone or anything. An
attitude of light holding and ready giving reflects genuine spiritual health. If you realize there
i$-something you could rot give up for the sake of Christ, you have some serious thinking

to do.

note at | Timothy 6:6—10 on page 1599.
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To Learn More: Turn to the article about money on pages 480, 481. See also the key passage
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and prosperity exceed the fame of which I
heard. ®Happy are vour men and happy are
these your servants, who stand continually
before vou and hear your wisdom! “Blessed
be the LorD your God, who delighted in you,
setting you on the throne of Israel! Because
the LORD has loved Israel forever, therefore He
made vou king, to do justice and righteous-
ness.”

Then she gave the king one hundred and
wenty talents of gold, spices in great quan-
tity, and precious stones. There never again
came such abundance of spices as the queen
of Sheba gave to King Solomon. "Alsc, the
ships of Hiram, which brought gold from
Ophir, brought greal guantities of almug®
wood and precious stones from Ophir. 2And
the king made steps of the almug wood for the
aouse of the LorRp and for the king’s house,
also harps and stringed instruments for sing-
ars. There never again came such almug
wood, nor has the like been seen to this day.

YNow King Sclomon gave the queen of
Sheba all she desired, whatever she asked, be-
ades what Solomon had given her according
12 the roval generosity. Sc she turned and
went to her own country, she and her ser-
~ants,

SOLOMON’S GREAT WEALTH

“The weight of gold that came 1o Solomon
—early was six hundred and sixty-six talents of
zald, Sbesides that from the traveling mer-
—:ants, from the income of traders, from ail
e kings of Arabia, and from the governors of
2 country.

“*And King Solomon made two hundred
zrge shields of hammered gold; six hundred
“zkels of gold went into each shield. "He
1.50 made three hundred shields of hammered
::d; three minas of gold went into each

~eld. The king put them in the House of the
=:7est of Lebanon.

1 KINGS 10:29

noreover the king made a great throne of
ivory, and overlaid it with pure gold. *The
throne had six steps, and the top of the throne
was round at the back; there were armrests on
either side of the place of the seat, and two
lions stood beside the armrests. 2Twelve lions
stood there, one on each side of the six steps;
nothing like this had been made for any other
kingdom.

ANl King Solomon's drinking vessels were
gold, and all the vessels of the House of the
Forest of Lebanon were pure gold. Not one was
silver, for this was accounted as nothing in the
days of Solomon. 2*For the king had merchant
ships? at sea with the fleet of Hiram. Once ev-
ery three years the merchant ships came
bringing gold, silver, ivory, apes, and mon-
keys,? 223g King Solomon surpassed all the
kings of the earth in riches and wisdom.

#Now all the earth sought the presence of
Solomon 10 hear his wisdom, which God had
put in his heart. ¥*Each man brought his pres-
ent: articles of silver and gold, garments, ar-
mor, spices, horses, and mules, at a set rate
vear by year.

%And  Solomon gathered chariots and
horsemen; he had one thousand four hundred
chariots and twelve thousand horsemen,
whom he stationed® in the chariot cities and
with the king at Jerusalem. *'The king made
silver as cormmon in Jerusalem as stones, and
he made cedar trees as abundant as the syc-
amores which are in the lowland.

2Also Solomon had herses imported from
Egyp: and Keveh; the king’s merchants bought
them in Keveh at the current price, ¥Now a
chariot that was imported from Egypt cost six

10:11 20r algum {compare 2 Chranicles 9:10, 11}
10:22 ALiteraily ships of Tarshish, deep-sea vessels
B0 peacocks  10:26 2Following Septuagint,
Syriac, Targum, and Vulgate (compare 2 Chronicles
9:25); Masoretic Text reads fed.

| Heavenly Accounting (10:14-29) Solomon’s wisdom resulted in great wealth,
just as God had promised (3:13). Solomon’s choices led to an incredible abun-
dance of blessing for the nation so that they could build the nation and the

glorious temple. Solomon also enriched himself, just as Samuel had warned many
years before (1 Sam. 8:10—18). Money cin be a great blessing and can do much for God and

His people. [t can also be used to enrich oneself at the expense of others,

Topic: Money
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ZNow for the house of my Ged I have prepared
with all my might: gold for things to be made
of gold, silver for things of silver, bronze for
things of bronze, iron for things of iron, wood
for things of weod, onyx stones, stones to be
set, glistening stones of varicus colors, all
kinds of precicus stones, and marble slabs in
abundance. 3Moreover, because | have set my
affection on the house of my God, I have given
to the heuse of my God, over and above all
that I have prepared for the holy house, my
own special treasure of gold and silver:
4three thousand talents of gold, of the gold of
Ophir, and seven thousand talents of refined
silver, to overlay the walls of the houses; Sthe
gold for things of gold and the silver for things
af silver, and for a!ll kinds of waork to be done
by the hands of craftsmen. Who then is will-
ing to consecrate himself this day to the
Logp?”

oThen the leaders of the fathers’ houses,
leaders of the tribes of Israel, the captains of
thousands and of hundreds, with the officers
over the king's work, offered willingly. "They
gave for the work of the house of God five
thousand talents and ten thousand darics of
gold, ten thousand talents of silver, eighteen
thousand talents of bronze, and one hun-
dred thousand talents of iron. #And whoever
had preciouns stones gave them to the trea-
sury of the house of the LorD, into the hand of
Jehiel? the Gershonite. °Then the people rte-
joiced, for they had cffered willingly, because
with a loyal heart they had offered willingly
to the Lorp; and King David also rejoiced
greatly.

DaviD’'s PrRalSE TO GOD

OTherefore David blessed the Lorp before
all the assembly; and David said:

“Blessed are You, LorD God of Israel, our
Father, forever and ever,

T Yours, O LORD, is the greatness,

The power and the glory,

The victory and the majesty;

For all that is in heaven and in earth is

Yours;

Yours is the kingdom, O LORD,

And You are exalted as head over all.
12 Both riches and honor corme from You,

And You reign over all,

In Yeur hand is power and might;

In Your hand it is to make great

And to give strength to all.

“Now therefore, our God,
We thank You
And praise Your glorious name.
But who am 1, and who are my people,
That we should be able to offer so
willingly as this?
For ali things come from You,
And of Your own we have given You.
15 For we are aliens and pilgrims before
You,
As were all our fathers;
Our days on earth are as a shadow,
And without hope,

14

16%0 Lorn our God, all this abundance that
we have prepared to build You a house for
Your holy name is from Your hand, and {s all
Your own. 7T know also, my God, that You
test the heart and have pleasure in upright-
ness. As for me, in the uprightness of my heart
I have willingly cffered all these thirigs; and
now with joy I have seen Your pecple, who are
present here to offer willingly to You. ®0 Lorp
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, our fa-
thers, keep this forever in the intent of the
thoughts of the heart of Your people, and fix
their heart toward You. "And give my son

2%:8 #Possibly the same as Jehjeli (compare
26:21, 22)

||
SN\ 1o
AL =

God Has Ie All {29:70-1

supreme. As David “blessed the LORD before all the assembly,” he reminded the
people of Israel, as well as his son Solomon, that riches and blessing are not just

the result of human work and effort, but are an expression of God's blessing in
our lives, God gives people wealth, health, wisdom, and strength so they can serve Him and

build His Kingdom. Topic: Money
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_ EIRA 2:68

3the people of Jericho, three hundred and
forty-five; 3°the people of Senaah, three thou-
sand six hundred and thirty.

3The priests: the sons of Jedaiah, of the
house of Jeshua, nine hundred and seventy-
three; 37the sons of Immer, one thousand and
fifty-two; 3¥the sons of Pashhur, one thousand
two hundred and forty-seven; *%the sons of
Harim, one thousand and seventeen.

40The Levites: the sons of Jeshua and Kad-
miel, of the sons of Hodaviah,® seventy-four.

#AThe singers: the song of Asaph, one hun-
dred and twenty-eight.

42The sons of the gatekeepers: the sons of
Shallum, the sons of Ater, the sons of Talmon,
the sons of Akkub, the sons of Hatita, and the
sons of Shobai, one hundred and thirty-nine
in all.

43The Nethinim: the sons of Ziha, the sons
of Hasupha, the sons of Tabbaoth, *the sons
of Keros, the sons cf Siaha® the sons of Pa-
domn, ¥the sons of Lebanah, the sons of Haga-
bah, the sons of Akkub, *the sons of Hagab,
the sons of Shalmai, the sons of Hanan, *the
sons of Giddel, the sons of Gahar, the sons of
Reaiah, *the sons of Rezin, the sons of Neko-
da, the sons of Gazzam, *the sons of Uzza,
the sons of Paseah, the sons of Besai, *the
sons of Asnah, the sons of Meunim, the sons
of Nephusim,® the sons of Bakbuk, the sons
of Hakupha, the sons of Harhur, *3the sons of
Bazluth,? the sons of Mehida, the sons of Har-
sha, “*the sons of Barkos, the sons of Sisera,
the sons of Tamah, *the sons of Neziah, and
the sons of Hatipha.

*The sons of Solomon’s servants: the sons
of Sotai, the sons of Sophereth, the sons of
Peruda,® *6the sons of Jaala, the sons of
Darkon, the sons of Giddel, 5’the sons of
Shephatiah, the sons of Hattii, the sons of
Pochereth of Zebaim, and the sons of Ami.2
58A1 the Nethinim and the children of Sol-

omon’s servants were three hundred and nine-
ty-two.

5%And these were the ones who came up
from Tel Melah, Tel Harsha, Cherub, Addan,®
and Immer; but they could not identify their
father's house or their genealogy,® whether
they were of Israel: ®*the sons of Delaiah, the
sons of Tobiah, and the sons of Nekoda, six
hundred and fifty-two; ¥'and of the sons of the
priests: the sons of Habaiah, the sons of Koz,?
and the sons of Barzillai, who ook a wife of
the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite. and
was called by their name. ®2These sought their
listing among those who were registered by
genealogy, but they were not found; therefore
they were excluded from the priesthood as de-
filed. 8And the governor? said to them that
they should not eat of the rmost holy things till
a priest could consult with the Urim and
Thummim.

%The whole assembly together was [orty-
two thousand three hundred and sixty, “be-
sides their male and female servants, of
whom there were seven thousand three hun-
dred and thirty-seven; and they had two
hundred men and women singers. %6Their
horses were seven hundred and thirty-six,
their mules iwo hundred and forty-five, ’their
camels four hundred and thirty-five, and their
donkeys six thousand seven hundred and
twenty.

%Some of the heads of the fathers’ houses,
when they came to the house of the LORD
which 75 in Jerusalem, cffered freely for the

2:20 9Spelied Hodevah in Nehemiah 7:43
2:44 3Spelled Sia in Nehemiah 7:47  2:50 2Spelled
Nephishesim in Nehemiah 7:52  2:52 #Spelled
Baziith in Nehemiah 7:54 2:55 9Spelled Perida in
Nehemiah 7:57 2:57 @Spelied Amon in Nehemiah
7:5¢ 2:59 #5pelled Addon in Nehemiah 7,61
bliterally seed 2:61 20r Hakkoz 2:63 @Hebrew
Tirshatha

= Joyful Giving (2:68, 69) The lews had been living in captivity for over 70 years,

| willingly contributed, according to his or her ability, into the treasury of the

temple so that the worship of God could be reestablished in their homeland.
God never calls us to do a job without providing the resources to get it done. In response,
we should gladly give back to God a portion of those resources to further His work.

Topic: Money
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ECCLESIASTES 4:3

Nor he who loves abundance, with
increase.
This also is vanity.

When goods increase,

They increase who eat them;

So what profit have the owners
Except to see them with their eyes?

The sleep of a labaring man {5 sweet,

Whether he eats little or much;

Bui the abundance of the rich will not
permit him to sleep.

There is a severe evil which 1 have seen
under the sun:

Riches kept for their owner to his hurt.

But those riches perish through
misfortune;

When he begets a son, there is nothing
in his hand.

As he came from his mother’s womh,
naked shall he return,

To go as he came;

And he shall take nothing from his labor

‘Which he may carry away in his hand.

And this also is a severe evil—
Just exactly as he came, so shall he go.

And what profit has he who has labored
for the wind?

All his days he also eats in darkness,

And he has much sorrow and sickness
and anger.

17

Y¥Here is what T have seen: /t is good and fit-
ting for one to eat and drink, and to enjoy the
good of all his labor in which he toils under
the sun all the days of his life which Ged gives
him; for it s his heritage. '"As for every man
to whom God has given riches and wealth,
and given him power to eat of it, to receive his
heritage and rejoice in his labor—this is the
gift of God. *®For he will not dwell unduly on
the days of his lile, because God keeps fim
busy with the joy of his heart.

é There is an evil which I have seen under

% the sun, and it is common among men: 4A
man to whom God has given riches and
wealth and honor, so that he lacks nothing for
himself of all he desires; yet Ccd does nof give
him power to eat of i1, but a foreigner con-
sumes it, This is vanity, and it is an evil afflic-
tion.

3If a man begets a hundred children and
lives many years, so that the days of his years
are many, but his soul is not satisiied with
goodness, or indeed he has no burial, I say

f“[
£

Money Chains (5:12) Many people desire to be rich, thmkmg that they wil!
have no more worries. That is a paradox, however. A wealthy person may appear
to live well, but “the abundance of the rich will not permit him to sleep.” The rich

lie awake worrying about losing their money, while poor laborers sieep soundly.

Riches give freedom to do many things, but the chains of worry often ruin any true enjoy-
ment, The moral is that God would have us be content whatever our financial status, for all
wealth ultimately befongs to Him. Topic: Money

Transformed intc “sweat” as part of the Curse after the Fall (Gen. 3:19), work is
| also an honored activity through which God delivers many blessings. The Bible

emphasizes the importance of work as a God-given activity in life, and it says that

Topic: Work

the ability to enjoy the fruits of one’s labor is also something that God provides us. The
ability to work, enjoy that weork, make money, and enjoy and share that income with
others—“this is the gift of God.”
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It shall come as destruction from the
Almighty.

Is not the food cut off before our eyes,

Joy and gladness from the house of our
God?

The seed shrivels under the clods,

Storehouses are in shambles;

Barns are broken down,

For the grain has withered.

How the animals groan!

The herds of cattle are restless,

Because they have no pasture;

Even the flocks of sheep suffer
punishment.®

O Lorp, to You I cry out;

For fire has devoured the open
pastures,

And a flame has burned all the trees of
the field.

The beasts of the field also cry cut to
You,

For the water brooks are dried up,

And fire has devoured the open
pastures.

THE DAY OF THE LORD

Blow the trumpet in Zion,

And scund an alarm in My holy moun-
tain!

Let all the inhabitants of the land
tremble;

For the day of the LOrD is coming,

For it is at hand:

A day of darkness and gloominess,

A day of clouds and thick darkness,

Like the morning clouds spread over the
mountains.

A people come, great and strong,

The like of whom has never been;

Nor will there ever be any such after
them,

Even for many successive generations.

1

A fire devours before them,

And behind them a flame burns;

The land is like the Garden of Eden
before them,

And behind them a desolate wilderness;

Surely nothing shall escape them.

Their appearance is like the appearance
of horses;

And like swift steeds, so they run.

With a noise like chariots

Over mountaintops they leap,

Like the noise of a flaming fire that
devours the stubble,

Like a strong people set in battle arrav.

Before them the people writhe in pain;

All faces are drained of color.”

They run like mighiy men,

They climb the wall like men of war;

Every one marches in formation,

And they do not break ranks.

They do not push one another;

Every one marches in his own
column.?

Though they lunge between the
weapons,

They are not cut down.?

They run to and fro in the city,

They run on the wall;

They climb into the houses,

They enter at the windows like a thief.

The earth quakes before them,

The heavens tremble;

The sun and moon grow dark,

And the stars diminish their brightness.
The LorD gives voice before His army,
For His camp is very great;

1:18 2Septuagint and Vulgate read are made

desolate,
read gather blackness.

2:6 @Septuagint, Targum, and Yulgate
2:8 Bliterally his own

highway bThat is, they are not halted by losses

Wake-Up Call {/:/5-20) The prophet Joel lived during a time of prdsperity in
g Judah, The more wealthy and prosperous the people became, however, the more
comiplacent they became toward God until they had forgotten Him completely.

So God sent locusts to devour the land, Joel declared that this plague was a wake-
up call, We dare not forget the source of our prosperity. God owns everythmg, and we are

responsible to Him for how we use His resources.

Topic: Money
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THE COMMAND TO BUILD GOD’'Ss HOUSE
‘N In the second year of King Darius, in the

Ll sixth month, on the first day of the month,
the word of the LORD came by Haggai the
prophet to Zerubbabel the sen of Shealtiel,
governor of Judah, and to Joshua the son of
Jehozadak, the high priest, saying, 2“Thus
speaks the LoRD of hosts, saying: ‘“This people
says, “The time has not come, the time that
the LorD’s house should be built.” " ”

3Then the word of the LoRD came by Haggai
the prophet, saying, ¥“Is it time far vou your-
selves to dwell in your paneled houses, and
this temple® to fie in ruins?” Now therefore,
thus says the Lorn of hosts: “Consider your
ways!

o “You have sown much, and bring in little;

You eat, but do not have enough;

You drink, but you are not filled with
drink;

You clothe yourselves, but no one is
Warm;

And he who earns wages,

Earns wages to put into a bag with
holes.”

?Thus says the LorD of hosts: “Consider
your ways! 8Go up to the mountains and bring
wood and build the temple, that I may take
pleasure in it and be glorified,” says the Lorp.
*“You looked for much, but indeed it came to
little; and when vou brought it home, I blew it
away. Why?” says the LorD of hosts. “Because
of My house that {s in ruins, while every cne
of you runs to his own house. Therefore the
heavens above vou withhaold the dew, and the
earth withholds its fruit. "For [ called for a
drought cn the land and the mountains, on
the grain and the new wine and the oil, on
whatever the ground brings forth, on men and
livestock, and on all the labor of your hands.”

1199

THE PEOPLE'S OBEDIENCE

12Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and
Joshua the son of Jehozadak, the high priest,
with all the remnant of the people, obeyed the
voice of the LorD their God, and the words of
Haggai the prophet, as the LorD their God had
sent him; and the people feared the presence
of the Lorp. *Then Haggai, the LORD’s mes-
senger, spoke the LorD’s message 1o the peo-
ple, saying, “l1 am with you, says the Lorn.”
1450 the LoRD stirred up the spirit of Zerubba-
bel the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah,
and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak,
the high priest, and the spirit of all the rem-
nant of the people; and they came and worked
on the house of the Lorp of hosts, their God,
15n the twenty-fourth day of the sixth month,
in the second vear of King Darius.

THE ComING GLORY OF GOD's HousE
In the seventh month, on the twenty-first
Fe Of the month, the word of the LoRD came
by Haggai the prophet, saying: *“Speak now to
Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor of
Judah, and to Joshua the son of Jehozadak,
the high priest, and to the remnant of the pec-
ple, saying: ¥ Who is left ameng you who saw
this temple? in its former glory? And how do
vou see it now? In comparison with it, is this
not in your eyes as nothing? 'Yet now be
strong, Zerubbabel, says the LORD; ‘and be
strong, Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high
priest; and be strong, all you people of the
land, says the Lorp, ‘and work; for [ am with
you, says the LorD of hosts, ¥ According to the
word that T covenanted with you when you
came out of Egypt, so My Spirit remains
among you; do not ifear!”
6“For thus says the LOrRD of hosts: *Once

1:4 Zliterally house, and sa in verse 8
2:3 4lfterally house, and so in verses 7 and 9

28
<
{Y;? Considering Our Ways {/:3-7} People spend money on what they consider

¢ most important. Haggai pointed out that the people in Jerusalem were valuing the
comforts of their own homes over God. Their homes had paneled roofs and

decorated walls, while the temple—God’s house—remained in ruins. They had
spent their resources on what they valued. Haggai's message was: “Consider your ways!” it's
a message to us as well. We need to reevaluate where we spend our resources. Do our
activities and spending habits reflect our dedication to God?  Topic: Money
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In tithes and offerings.

MALACHI 3:4 1220 .
That they may offer to the LORD You are cursed with a curse,
An offering in righteousness. For you have robbed Me,
Even this whole nation.
* “Then the cifering of Judah and 10 Bring all the tithes into the storehouse,
Jerusalem That there may be food in My house,
Will be pleasant to the Lorp, And try Me now in this,”
As in the days of old, Says the LorD of hosts,
As in former years, “If T wifl not open for you the windows of
> And I will come near you for judgment; heaven
I will be a swift witness And pour out for you such blessing [
Against sorcerers, That there will not be roor enough fo !
Against adulterers, receive 1t. ]
Against perjurers, |
Against those who exploit wage earners ' “And [ will rebuke the devourer for your i
and widows and orphans, sakes, J
And against those who turn away an So that he will not destroy the fruit of !
alien— your ground,
Because they do not fear Me,” Nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for
Says the LorD of hosts. you in the field,” [
Says the LORD of N
& “For 1 am the LORD. hosts :
I do not change; “For | am the LORD, | do not change: 12 And all nations ;
Therefore you are therefore you are not consumed, will call you
net consumed, Q sons of facob.” blessed,
O sons of Jacob. MALACHI 3:6 For you will be a ) -
7 Yet from the days delightful land,” | d
of your fathers o - Says the LORD of
You have gone hosts.
away from My crdinances
And have not kept them. THE PEOPLE CompLaiN HARSHLY
Return to Me, and 1 will return to you,” Y “Your words have been harsh against Me,”
Says the LorD of hosts. Says the Lorp,
“But you said, “Yet you say,
‘In what way shall we return?’ “What have we spoken against You?’
% You have said, ! =
Do NoT Ros Gop ‘It is useless ta serve God; i 2
5 “Will a man rob God? What profit is it that we have kept His -
Yet you have robbed Me! ordinance, !
But you say, And that we have walked as mourners
‘In what way have we robbed You?’ Before the LoRD of hosts?

1> So now we call the proud blessed,

Dare to Be Generous (3:83-12} God’s ways are not our ways. People think
that to be secure, they must hoard their money. God says the opposite. “Bring all

promlsed to reward His people's giving wnth abundant, blessings—so much that
“there will not be room enough to receive it.” In the New Testarnent, Jesus issues the same {
challenge: “Give, and it will be given to you: good measure, pressed down, shaken together,
and running over” (Luke 6:38). To refuse to give is actually to rob God; to give generously is
Topic: Money

to know God's abundant blessings.
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MATTHEW 1%:17 -

1785 He said to him, “Why do you call Me
good?# No one is good but One, that is, God.?
But if you want ic enter into life, keep the
commandments.”

18He said to Him, “Which ones?”

Jesus said, * ‘You shall not murder,” ‘You
shall not commit adultery, ‘You shall not
steal,” ‘You shall not bear false witness,’
9“Honor your father and your mother,’® and,
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” "

XThe young man said to Him, “All these
things ! have kept from my youth,® What do |
still lack?™

2esus sald to him, “If you wanlt to be per-
fect, go, sell what you have and give to the
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven;
and come, follow Me.”

2Byt when the young man heard that say-
ing, he went away sorrowful, for he had great
possessions.

WiTH Gob ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE

BThen Jesus said to His disciples, "As-
suredly, 1 say to vou that it is hard for a rich
man to enter the kingdem of heaven. 2*And
again [ say to vou, it is
easier for a camel fo go
through the eye of a nee-
dle than for a rich man
to enter the kingdom of
God.”

1264

“With men this is impossibie, but
with God all things are possible.”
MATTHEW 19:268

you, thai in the regeneration, when the Son of
Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who
have followed Me will also sit on twelve
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.
2And everyone who has left houses or broth-
ers or sisters or father or mother or wife® or
children or lands, for My name’s sake, shall
receive a hundredfeld, and inherit eternal life.
30But many who are first will be last, and the
last first.

THE PARABLE OF THE WORKERS
IN THE VINEYARD
2@ “For the kingdom of heaven is like a
¢ landowner who went out early in the
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard.
2Now when he had agreed with the laborers
for a denarius a day, he sent them into his
vineyard, 3And he went out about the third
hour and saw others standing idle in the mar-
ketplace, *and said to them, “You also go into
the vineyard, and whatever is right I will give
you. So they went. SAgain he went out about
the sixth and the ninth hour, and did likewise.
SAnd about the eleventh hour he went out and
found others sianding
idle,? and said to them,
“Why have you been
standing here idle all
day?’ "They said to him,
‘Because no one hired

¥When His disciples
heard it, they were greatly astonished, saying,
“Who then can be saved?”

2Byt Jesus looked at them and said to
them, “With men this is impossible, but with
God all things are possible.”

27Then Peter answered and said to Him,
“See, we have left all and igllowed You. There-
fore what shall we have?”

2850 Jesus said to them, “Assuredly I say to

us’ He said to them,
“You also go into the vineyard, and whatever
is right you will receive’@

19:17 aNU-Text reads Why do you ask Me about
what /s good? PNU-Text reads There is One who is
good.  19:19 2Exedus 20:12-16; Deuteronomy
5:16-20 Bleviticus 19:18  19:20 aNU-Text omits
from my youth. 19:29 “NU-Text omits or wife.
20:6 NU-Text omits icfle.  20:7 #NU-Text omits the
last clause of this verse.

uL

=

T= Loose Grip ({/9:/16-22) This rich young ruler wanted to know what he needed
“g todo in order to have eternal life. fesus perceived the one bartier that was
@] keeping this young man from being a disciple—his wealth. So Jesus challenged

him to give away all his wealth and then follow Mim. jesus does not require
everyone to just give all they have to the poor, That would bless some temporarily and
impoverish many in the end. He does require, however, that we hold our money loosely,
being willing to use it for God's kingdom, and atways realizing that our wealth belongs to

God. Topic: Money
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day He wil. *Now they came o Jericho. As He went out

of Jericho with His disciples and a great multi-
ude, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus,
sat by the road begging. *And when he heard
‘hat it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry
out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy
m me!”

4¥Then many warned him to be quiet; but
he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have
mercy on mel”

450 Jesus stood still and commanded him
0 be called.

Then they called the blind man, saying to
him, “Be of good cheer. Rise, e is calling
wou.”

"8and throwing aside his garment, he rose
:nd came to Jesus.

5150 Jesus answered and said to him, “What
1o you want Me to do for you?”

The blind man said to Him, “Rabboni, that I
may receive my sight.”

52Ihen Jesus said to him, “Go your way;
vour faith has made you well.” And immedi-
ately he received his sight and followed Jesus
5n the Toad.

THE TRIUMPHAL ENTRY
] Now when they drew near Jerusalem,
to Bethphage® and Bethany, a: the
Mount of Olives, He szent two of His disciples;
-and He said to them, “Go into the village op-
Josite you; and as soon as you have entered it
wou will find a colt tied, on which no one has
sat. Loose it and bring ir. *And if anyone says
0 you, “Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The
—ord has need of it; and immediately he will
send it here.”

1299

MARK 11:14

480 they went their way, and found the® colt
tied by the door outside on the street, and they
loosed it. *But some of those who stood there
said to them, “What are you doing, loosing
the colt?”

tAnd they spoke to them just as Jesus had
commanded. So they lel them go. "Then they
brought the colt to Jesus and threw their
clothes on it, and He sat on it. And many
spread their clothes on the road, and others cut
down leafy branches from the trees and spread
thern on the road. *Then those who went be-
fore and those who followed cried out, saying:

“Hosannal
‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of
the LORD! @
18 Blessed is the kingdom of our father
David
That comes in the name of the Lord!¢
Hosanna in the highest!”

Uand Jesus went into Jerusalem and into the
temple. So when He had lcoked around at all
things, as the hour was already late, He went
out to Bethany with the twelve.

THE FiG TREE WITHERED

ZNow the next day, when they had come
out from Bethany, He was hungry. 'FAnd see-
ing from afar a fig tree having leaves, He went
to see if perhaps He would find something on
it. When He came to it, He found nothing but
leaves, for it was not the season for figs. “In
response Jesus said o it, “Let no one eat fruit
from you ever again.”

And His disciples heard it.

11:1 #M-Text reads Bethsphage.  11:4 #NU-Text
and M-Text read a.  11:9 @Psalm 118:26
11:10 @NU-Text omits in the name of the Lord.

God’s Place ({/:15} The temple had become a marketplace, with epportunistic
merchants setting up shop in a very distracting way. Animals for sacrifice were
being sold noisily. At 2 premium, money changers accepted Gentile coinage in

exchange for temple coins that bore no human image, the only coins accepted at
the temple. Jesus was angry about this money focus! Likewise, even though our.churches
need a solid budget and financial plan in erder to keep operating, money should never
become so important that we lose sight of the church’s mission—to provide a place for

worship, fellowship, and outreach. Topic: Money
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the fruit of the vineyard from the vinedressers.
3and they took him and beat him and sent
him away empty-handed. *Again he sent therm
another servant, and at him they threw
stones,? wounded him in the head, and sent
him away shamefully treated. SAnd again he
sert another, and him they killed; and many
others, beating some and killing some. There-
fore still having one son, his beloved, he also
sent him to them last, saying, ‘They will re-
spect my son’ 7But those vinedressers said
among themselves, 'This is the heir. Come, let
us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours’
530 they took him and killed him and cast him
out of the vineyard.

9 Therefore what will the owner of the
vineyard do? He will come and destroy the
vinedressers, and give the vineyarg to others.
YHave you not even read this Scripture:

“The stone which the builders rejected
Has become the chief cornerstone.

U This was the LorD's doing,
And it is marvelous In our eyes’?1”¢

2And they sought to lay hands on Him, but
feared the multitude, for they knew He had
spoken the parable against them. Se they left
Him and went away.

1301

MARK_12:18

THE PHARISEES: 15 T LAWFUL
TO PAY TAXES TO CAESAR?

13T'hen they sent to Him some of the Phari-
sees and the Herodians, to catch Him in His
words. ¥When they had come, they said to
Him, “Teacher, we know that You are true,
and care about no one; for You do not regard
the person of men, but teach the way of God
in truth. Ts it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or
not? *Shall we pay, or shall we not pay?”

But He, knowing their hypocrisy, said to
them, “Why do you test Me? Bring Me a de-
narius that I may see ir.” 150 they brought ir.

And He said to them, “Whose image and
inscription s this?” They said 0 Him,
“Caesar’s.”

17And Jesus answered and said to them,
“Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s,
and to God the things that are God's.”

And they marveled at Him.

THE SADDUCEES: WHAT ABOUT
THE RESURRECTION?
18Then some Sadducees, who say there is no

resurrection, came to Him; and they asked
L

12:4 #NU-Text omits and at Aim they threw stones.
12:11 23Psalm 118:22, 23

— Forgive (/1:26) Jesus stated that God's forgiveness of us is somehow related to
g how we forgive others. When we accept God's forgiveness of all the wrongs we
" have done Him, we should be so grateful that we willingly offer that same kind of
forgiveness to those who have wronged us. Jesus told a parable of a person whe

had been forgiven of a huge debt he owed, but then refused to forgive any of his debtors
{Matt, 18:21-35). To refuse to forgive others shows that we do not appreciate the forgive-

ness God offers us. Topic: Forgiveness

ir

= His Image (12:13—-17) The Jews of Jesus’ day were under the dominion of the
“g Roman Empire and were forced to pay taxes to Caesar. Some thought it wreng to
pay taxes that supported a pagan government. The Jewish leaders tried to trap

Jesus into taking a side on the issue. Jesus took a coin, pointed out Caesar’s image
on it, and said that since the coin belonged to Caesar, it could be returned to him. Then Jesus
added the most important lesson: Our lives bear the image of God; therefore, we should

give our lives to Him, Topic: Money




LUKE 16:17

1350

John. Since that time the kingdom of God has
been preached, and everyonce i3 pressing into
it. I7And it is easier for heaven and earth to
pass away than for one tittle of the law to fail.

18Whoever divorces his wife and marries
anocther commits adultery; and whoever mar-
ries her who is divorced from her husband
commits adultery.

THE RICH MAM AND LAZARUS

19" There was a certain rich man who was
clothed in purple and fine linen and fared
sumptuously every day. 2°But there was a cer-
tain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who
was laid at his gate, ¥desiring to be fed with
the crumbs which fell* from the rich man’s
table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his
sores. *2So it was that the beggar died, and
was carried by the angels t¢ Abraham’s bo-
som. The rich man also died and was buried.
#3And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up
his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Laza-
rus in his bosom.

24“Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham,
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he
may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool
my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame’
#5But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in
vour lifetime you received your good things,
and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is
comforted and you are tormented. *®And be-
sides all this, between us and you there is a
great gulf fixed, so that those who want 1o pass
from here to you cannet, nor can those from
there pass to us.

27“Then he said, ‘I beg you therefore, father,
that you would send him to my father’s house,
25for [ have five brothers, that he may testify
to them, lest they also come to this place of
torment. ¥Abraham said to him, ‘They have

Moses and the prophets; let themn hear them.
30And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if one
goes to them from the dead, they will repent.
Byt he said to him, ‘If they do not hear Mo-
ses and the prophets, neither will they be per-
suaded though cne rise from the dead.””

Iesus WARNS OF OFFENSES
M ™% Then He said to the disciples, “It is im-
2 & possible that no offenses should come,
but woe o him through whom they do come!
It would be better for him if a millstone were
hung around his neck, and he were thrown
into the sea, than thal he should offend one of
these little ones. *Take heed to yourselves. If
your brother sins against you,” rebuke him;
and if he repents, forgive him. “And if he sins
against you seven times in a day, and seven
times in a day returns to you,® saying, ‘1 re-
pent,” you shall forgive him.”

FAITH AND DuUTY

5And the apostles said to the Lord, “In-
crease our faith.”

6So the Lord said, “If you have faith as a
mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry
tree, ‘Be pulled up by the roots and be planted
in the sea, and it would obey you. And which
of you, having a servant plowing or tending
sheep, will say to him when he has come in
from the field, ‘Come at once and sit down to
eat’? #But will he not rather say to him, ‘Pre-
pare something for my suppet, and gird your-
self and serve me till | have eaten and drunk,
and afterward you will cat and drink’? Does
he thank that servant because he did the

16:21 ?NU-Text reads with what fell.  17:3 #NU-
Text omits against you.  17:4 aM-Text omits to vou,

T= Master Lock (/6:/3) All people are ultimately “serving” something—whether it
! is God, a false god, a principle, or simply oneself. Jesus warned about trying to
| serve two masters at the same time. In this case, He pointed to God and money.

Money masters people when they spend most of their time getting it or worrying
about losing it. Serving money means not trusting God to provide for one's needs. That
means a person cannot focus totally on meney and then attempt to serve God. No one can
serve two masters. Identifying the focus of our fives will tell us whom we serve,

Toepic: Money

things
not.« "’
ail the
sav, "1
done 1

TEN Lt

l'l_\’,_-|
that ¥
and G
lage. i
who &
voices
on us!
“Go. ¢l
was 1

;‘SAD

mariia
l7%n

not ta
18era
give gl
He saii
has mi

THe 4
20:\'0
when
answey
God d&
will th
indeed
ZZTE'!
wil! ca
the da
see I
or Lok
low 2
out of




BEWARE OF THE SCRIBES

45Then, in the hearing of all the pecple, He
said to His disciples, “6“Beware of the scribes,
who desire to go around in long robes, love
greetings in the marketplaces, the best seats in
the synagogues, and the best places at feasts,
Ywho devour widows' houses, and for a pre-
tense make long pravers. These will receive
greater condemnation.”

THE Wipow's Two MITES

'—"'j-"_‘ And He looked up and saw the rich
pa putting their gifts into the treasury,
2and He saw also a certain poor widow put-
ting in two mites. *So He said, “Truly T say to
you that this pcor widow has put in more than
all; “for all these out of their abundance have
put in offerings for God,? but she out of her
poverty put in all the livelihood that she had.”

JESUS PREDICTS THE DESTRUCTION OF
THE TEMPLE

5Then, as some spoke of the temple, how it
was adorned with beautiful stones and dona-
tions, He gaid, %*These things which you
see—the days will come in which not one
stone shall be left upon another that shali not
be thrown down.”

THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES AND
THE END OF THE AGE

’So they asked Him, saying, “Teacher, but
when will these things be? And what sign wiil
there be when these things are about to take
place?”

®And He said: “Take heed that you not be
deceived. For many will come in My name,
saying, ‘I am He,” and, ‘The time has drawn
near” Therefore” do not go after them. 2But
when you hear of wars and commotions, do
not be terrified; for these things must come to

LUKE 20:45 1356

pass first, but the end will not come immedi-
ately.”

0Then He said to them, “Nation will rise
against nation, and kingdom against king-
dom. "And there will be great earthquakes in
various places, and famines and pestilences;
and there will be fearfu] sights and great signs
from heaven. '?But before all these things,
they will lay their hands on you and persecute
you, delivering you up to the synagogues and
prisons. You will be brought before kings and
rulers for My name’s sake. BBut it will turn
out for you as an occasion for testimony.
WUTherefore settle it in your hearts not to med-
itate beforehand on what you will answer;
I5for 1 will give you a mouth and wisdom
which all your adversaries will not be able to
contradict or resist. $You will be betrayed
even by parents and hrothers, relatives and
friends; and they will put some of you to
death. And you will be hated by all for My
name's sake, ®But not a hair of vour head
shall be lost. '“By your patience possess your
souls.

THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM

20“But when you see Jerusalem surrounded
by armies, then know that its desolation is
near. 2'Then let those who are in Judea flee to
the mountains, let those who are in the midst
of her depart, and let not those who are in the
country enter her. 22For these are the days of
vengeance, that zll things which are written
may be fulfilled. 23But woe to those who are
pregnant and to those who are nursing babies
in those days! For there will be great distress
in the land and wrath upon this people. >*And
they will fall by the edge of the sword, and be

21:4 ANU-Text omits for God.  21:8 NU-Text
Therefore.

{1
Ll

Risky Giving (2/:/—4) Abundant giving seems risky, and giving everything is
downright scary. Jesus praised the widow for her generosity. Her gift was small,
| but it was a sacrifice, and she gave it willingly, trusting that God would meet her

needs. People are not expected to give away every paycheck and then trust God
to provide—that paycheck is God's provision. God doesn't expect us to give away everything
we have, but neither does He want us to give Him only what we don’t need. We should give
to God sacrificially, yet responsibly. God honars the size of the heart, not the size of the

offering. Topic: Money
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